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Chronicling violence against Pakistani Journalists 
August – September 2012 

 

 
F E A T U R E D  S T O R I E S  

 Abdul Haq Baloch, becomes the 13
th

 journalist to be 
killed in Balochistan 

 Young  journalist commits suicide over nonpayment of 
salary 

 Pakistan Journalist Safety Fund 
 

I N  T H E  L I N E  O F  F I R E    
 Newspaper Staffer attacked for watching TV  

 Journalist attacked near Chinabgarh  

 Express Tribune Reporter Beaten   

 ARY news team member dies in police fire  

 BBC Correspondent in Quetta Threatened by BLF 
 
F o E  M A T T E R S  

 Pakistan Internet Censorship Worsens Once Again 
 SC issues notices to 58 channel owners 
 SC Directs PEMRA to check obscenity on TV channels; 

PEMRA holds consultations to define obscenity 
 Kaira denies allegations of secret fund 

 
T E A M  

- Raja Mohsin Saleem 
- Sadaf Baig 
- Adnan Rehmat 

 
 
 
 
 

 

JOURNALIST THREATS BAROMETER 

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 20121 

Deaths 4 

Kidnapping / Abduction 0 

Detention 0 

Arrest 1 

Assault / Injury 9 

Attack on Office 2 

Attack on Home 0 

Attack on Press Club 2 

Verbal Threat 3 

Written Threat 0 

Ban 2 
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 Journalists killed in Balochistan 
 

I. 29 Sep 2012 – Abdul Haq Baloch 
II. 19 May 2012 – Abdul Razzak Gul 

III. 9 May 2012 – Tariq Kamal          . 
IV. 5  Nov 2011 – Javed Naseer 
V. 14 Aug 2011 – Muneer Shakir 

VI. 18 Feb 2011 – Abdost Rind 
VII. 3 Jan 2011 – Ilyas Nizzar 

VIII. 15 Dec 2010 – Faiz M. Khan Sasoli 
IX. 18 Nov 2010 – Abdul Hameed  
X. 6 Sep 2010 – Ejaz ul Haq 

XI. 16 April 2010 – Malik Arif 
XII. 16 April 2009 – Sidiqque Bacha Khan 

XIII. July 2008 – Tabish Ishtiaq 
XIV. 14 April 2008 – Khadim Hussain 
XV. 9 Feb 2008 – Chishti Mujahid 

 
 

 
QUETTA — Abdul Haq Baloch became the 
fifth journalist to be shot dead in Khuzdar 
district of southwest Balochistan province 
on September 29 and 13th to be killed 
there since 2000.  
 
Haq is also the seventh journalist to be 
target-killed in the line of duty and his 
death has brought up the number of 
journalist casualties in Pakistan since 
January 2000 to 86. 
 
Haq was the general secretary of Khuzdar 
Press Club. He hailed from small village 
Baghban in the district and had been 
associated with journalism since 2000.  
 
He was working with ARY News television 
channel as their district correspondent as 
well as a local Balochistan daily newspaper 
Awam as a reporter and for state 
broadcaster Radio Pakistan as a news 
translator.  On September 29, Haq was on 

his way back from Radio Pakistan when 
unidentified armed persons opened fire on 
him in a targeted attack around 300 
hundred metres away from Radio Pakistan 
building in Khuzdar. Haq received multiple 
bullets wounds and died on the spot. He 
has left behind a widow and two young 
children in his wake.  
 
Director General Radio Pakistan Murtaza 
Solangi says the organization mourns his 
loss. “Abdul Haq worked for Radio Pakistan 
Khuzdar since 2004. Under the 
(government announced) Balochistan 
Development Package, he was hired as a 
regular employee recently. We mourn his 
loss and will provide a job to one of his 
family members besides other 
compensation under the rules”. 
 
President Khuzdar Press Club Allah Baksh 
Nabi says journalists in Khuzdar are working 
in an environment of permanent threat and 

Another Balochistan Journalist killed as 
impunity against Pakistani media rises 
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have no security.  
“We are sandwiched between the 
authorities and separatist groups. Both 
sides threaten us for reporting about the 
other side,” he said. Baksh added that the 
Khuzdar Press Club had been threatened by 
a group calling itself Balochistan Liberation 
Army, a proscribed armed group, and 
labeled ‘government agent’.  
 
Adnan Rehmat, the executive director of 
Intermedia Pakistan, a national 
organization working for greater 
professionalization of the media, said the 
biggest challenge apart from direct threat 
to the life and limb of journalists in the 
country, in general, and Balochistan, in 
particular, is a culture of impunity. “The 
killers of not a single one of the 86 
journalists killed in Pakistan have been 
arrested, tried and convicted,” he said, 
adding, this promoted impunity and 
allowed anyone to threaten and target 
journalists because they know they can get 
away with murder. 
 
Rehmat said three things could improve the 
appalling security environment for 
journalists in the country. “The government 
needs to launch investigations into the 
murders of all 86 journalists and invoke the 

judicial process so that there is push-back 
against impunity; the media organizations 
should outline and adopt standard security 
protocols to reduce the framework of risks 
for journalists; and the journalists need to 
be trained not to take unnecessary risks 
chasing news and adopt a proactive 
security regimen to cut down threats to 
their lives,” he added. 
 
Rehmat said Intermedia manages the 
Pakistan Journalists Safety Fund (PJSF) that 
offers financial, legal, medical and other 
assistance to journalists in distress but said 
more resources and a greater proactive 
approach and fleshed out mechanism was 
required from the journalist community in 
the country to help reduce threats against 
journalists. 
 
To protest against the threats and murder 
of journalists, the Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalists, the apex body of working 
journalists in the country, arranged a 
protest rally in Quetta, the provincial 
headquarters of Balochistan. The 
journalists, who were trying to march 
towards the Chief Minister House, were 
intercepted by police and FIRs [first 
investigation reports] were lodged by the 

Journalists in Balochistan protest against the murder 
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police against 27 journalists for “entering 
the red zone” of security. 
 
President Balochistan Union of Journalists 
Eesa Tareen said: “The provincial 
government does not offer us any 
protection. Over a dozen journalists have 
been killed in Balochistan and not a single 
FIR has been registered against their killers. 
Not a single killer has been caught and no-
one has been held accountable.” 
 

Photo Credit: Banaras Khan, Photo 
Journalist, Quetta 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LAHORE — On August 15 this year, Seemab 
Bibi, a 26-year-old female reporter, 
committed suicide by jumping from the 
fourth storey of a private hostel located in 
Islampura area. Police sources believed the 
poverty-stricken reporter was disillusioned 
since the management of a local Urdu 
newspaper Anti-Crime had been denying 
salary payments to her for the last several 
months. 
 
Seemab suffered multiple fractures and 
head injuries, shortly after she crashed on 
the road down below. She was rushed to a 
local hospital but died on the way. 
 
Police sources said Seemab had been 
working as a reporter with an Urdu 
newspaper, having very limited circulation, 
in Lahore. She was also studying privately 
to complete her graduation. Local residents 
said her father had been suffering from 
cancer and she had desperately needed 
money for his treatment. They further told 
the police that the hostel management was 
also forcing the woman to pay her dues 
ahead of Eid.i 

Islampura police registered a murder case 
against five people, including the owner of 
daily Anti Crime.  
 
However, Seemab’s father Afzal, the 
complainant, has a different story to tell.  
 
According to the grief stricken father, 
newspaper owner Hayat Ahmad was 
present at the hostel on the day of the 
incident to settle the salary dispute with 
Seemab.  
 
“After an exchange of words, the suspect 
hurled life threats and tried to strangulate 
her. Seemab ran after getting freed from 
the suspect who chased her. She reached 
the building’s roof from where Hayat 
pushed her down. My daughter died 
instantly,” he said.ii 
 
DIG (Investigation) Chaudhry Shafique 
Ahmad said police conducted raids for the 
arrest of the owner and other suspects, but 
they escaped. He said police raids were on 
to arrest the suspects. 
 

The biggest challenge apart from 
direct threat to the life and limb 
of journalists in the country in 
general and Balochistan in 
particular is a culture of 
impunity. The killers of not a 
single of the 86 journalists killed 
in Pakistan have been arrested, 
tried and convicted – Adnan 
Rehmat, Executive Director 
Intermedia Pakistan 

Young female journalist commits suicide over 
nonpayment of salary 
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The Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists 
and International Federation of Journalists 
(IFJ) have extended their deepest 
sympathies to the family, friends and 
colleagues of Ms Semaab.  
 
“The death of Ms Semaab draws acute 
attention to the plight of exploited media 
workers in Pakistan” IFJ Director Jacqueline 
Park said.  
 
“The IFJ urges the Government of Pakistan 
to take decisive action in the 
implementation of the Wage Award and 

hold media organizations accountable to all 
employees under the Act.”iii 
 
Provincial Law Minister Rana Sanaullah said 
on August 26 those responsible for 
Seemab’s death will be brought to justice. 
He said the government would extend 
financial support to Seemab’s family and 
bear the cost of her father’s cancer 
treatment and her siblings’ education.  

 
Reported by The Nation,  Dawn, Express, 

IFJiv and other

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Journalists Killed in Pakistan since the year 2000 

 

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/lahore/16-Aug-2012/poverty-stricken-lady-reporter-commits-suicide
http://dawn.com/2012/08/17/journalists-suicide-murder-case-against-newspaper-owner/
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en/articles/ifj-mourns-death-of-young-reporter-in-pakistan-2
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1. Abdul Haq Baloch, a reporter for ARY 
News TV and two newspapers, the daily 
Awam and Tawar, was gunned down on 
September 29 in Khuzdar, Balochistan. 
Baloch was shot by two unidentified 
gunmen as he was going to the Khuzdar 
Press Club and died soon afterwards from 
the injuries he sustained in the attack. 
Baloch was the 8th journalist to be killed 
this year. His death brings up the number 
of journalist casualties in Balochistan to 
13. 

 
2. Abdul Qadir Hajizai, a reporter for 
privately-owned Balochi language Vsh TV, 
was gunned down in the southwestern 
province of Balochistan on May 28. He 
was the sixth journalist to be murdered 
this year. Hajizai was shot by two men on 
a motorcycle as he was returning home in 
Basima, in Washuk District — about 
200km southwest of the provincial capital 
of Quetta. He was rushed to a nearby 
hospital, where he died of his injuries. His 
murder was claimed the next day by the 
Baloch Liberation Front (BLF), an armed 
separatist group.  
 
 

3. Abdul Razzak Gul, a TV reporter based 
in Turbat, was found dead on the morning 
of May 19. Medical sources said he had 
been shot in the forehead and chest after 
apparently, being tortured. Gul was 
abducted as he was returning home by 
motorcycle on the evening of May 18 and 
his body was found near Turbat’s main 
hospital the next morning. Aged around 
30, he had worked for Express News TV 
since 2002. He was also secretary of the 
Turbat Press Club. 

 
4. Tariq Kamal, a reporter of daily Kawish, 
and his friend Fawad Shaikh’s bodies were 
found in Karachi on May 8. The bodies 
were riddled with bullets and showed 
signs of torture. The two men were 
reported missing on May 6. Their families 
had received calls from their abductors, 
saying they planned to kill them because 
they were police informers. The call to 
Kamal’s family was made from the 
journalist’s own mobile phone. The police 
are trying to reconstruct events with the 
help of recordings of the phone 
conversations. According to Kamal’s 
brother, the journalist had set off for 
Vinder in Balochistan province with his 
friend on a reporting trip. 

Journalist Casualties in Pakistan in 2012  
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5. Aurangzaib Tunio A reporter of Kawish 
Television Network, his brother Rustam 
Tunio and a friend, Deedar Khaskheli, 
were killed on May 10 in the village of 
Lalu Ranwak. They were all in the 
journalist’s office when a group of armed 
men  entered and opened fire. No motive 
for the triple murder has yet been 
established.  

 
6. Murtaza Razvi, daily Dawn’s assistant 
editor’s body was found in an apartment 
in Karachi, on 8 April 2012. His hands 
were tied and the body bore marks of 
torture and strangulation. Razvi’s body 
was discovered by a friend, in an 
apartment in a residential neighborhood 
of Karachi. The cord with which he was 
apparently, strangled was found by the 
police in the apartment. The police have 
opened an investigation. None of the 
armed groups active in the region have 
claimed responsibility for his death.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Mukarram Khan Atif, a correspondent 
for Dunya TV and VoA’s Deewa Radio, was 
shot dead in a mosque on January 17. He 
was the first journalist to be killed in 
Pakistan this year.  Two unidentified 
gunmen shot the journalist while he was 
offering evening prayers in a mosque in 
Shabqadar, Charsadda. Wounded in the 
chest and head, Atif was taken to Lady 

Reading Hospital in Peshawar where 
doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. 
He had moved to the Charsadda district 
from his home region of Mohmand for 
reasons of safety after receiving multiple 
threats from militants. The Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan later claimed 
responsibility for his murder. 
Atif’s murder was the first journalist 
murder that was officially claimed by the 
Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. The TTP 
issued a statement claiming that Atif was 
murdered for failing to give coverage to 
the Taliban.    
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 Pakistan Journalism Safety Fund (PJSF) is an initiative to provide basic financial and legal 
support to journalists under duress. The fund works under collaboration between 
Intermedia Pakistan and Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) with financial support 
from International Media Support. The PJSF was set up in the summer of 2011 in response 
to the needs of journalists in distress, who needed immediate redressal, including relocation 
within country to keep those under threat safe, and provide small financial grants.  
 

 

1. Any victim journalist can file for assistance from the PJSF for self or help a colleague 

by filing a request on his/her behalf. However, verification and submission must 

come through the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) or their affiliate(s).   

 
2. The assistance must be requested by filling out the official “Assistance Application 

Form”. In case the nature of threat is urgent and a rapid response is required for 

help, the form can be filled out later, but within a week, to ensure documentation 

and transparency.  

 
3. The verification of each application — the incident against which help is sought, 

antecedents of the journalist, etc — for assistance must be done preferably, through 

the relevant chapter of the PFUJ or the relevant press club where urgent, but 

certainly PFUJ.    

 
4. The PJSF will assist only those journalists in distress, who has not been assisted in a 

major way from other sources/organizations.  

Pakistan Journalist Safety Fund  

Nature of Assistance 
Provided 

 

 Legal aid for family 
 Trauma counseling for 

family 
 Financial aid for family 
 Relocation 
 Medical aid 
 Other 

 

Categories of Assistance 
 
 Unnatural Death  
 Kidnapping/abduction 
 Detention/ Arrest  
 Assault/injury/physical harm 
 Censorship/ban/gag order 
 Displacement  
 Threats 
 Legal notice  
 Others 

 
 

PJSF – Procedures and Rules 
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5. The PJSF will assist a journalist only once in 

the same case. Any exception will have to be 

approved by a majority of the six members of 

the PJSF Steering Committee.  

 
6. The filled-out PJSF Assistance Application 

Form should be emailed to 

safetyfund@intermedia.pk. The names of the 

members and their contact details, as well as 

the Assistance Application Form and other 

information about PJSF are available with 

PFUJ Head Office at 051-287-0220, all key 

Press Clubs, as well as on the Intermedia 

website at journalistsafety.org  

 
7. Any assistance for a victim journalist can only 

be considered and approved by the PJSF 

Steering Committee. Assistance will be 

approved by a simple majority (four out of six 

members) of the Steering Committee. The 

decision of the Committee will be final.  

 
8. Intermedia, which maintains the funds for 

PJSF on behalf of its principal donor IMS, will 

release funds for assistance to a journalist or 

their representatives (such as the PFUJ) only 

upon receiving approval by a simple majority 

of the Steering Committee. Intermedia will 

not release funds without guarantees of 

supporting documentation/ original invoices 

and receipts, etc, from PFUJ.   

 
9. Any assistance in the shape of funds will only 

be done through crossed cheques. Cash 

payment should only be made in exceptional 

cases and with approval of the Steering 

Committee. 

 
10. Any assistance will be made subject to 

availability of funds and approval of assistance 

application by the Steering Committee only.     

 

 
 
 

 
 
Contacts to Remember! 
 
If you are a journalist facing a threat, 
you can contact us on: 
 
PFUJ: 051-287-0220  
 
Or write to us at 
safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk  
or  
outreach@intermedia.pk 
 
You can also report the threat to us 
online by visiting this webpage 
http://journalistsafety.org/report-a-threat/ 
 

If you report the threat online, we 
will call you for further details, 
especially if you are in need of 
assistance. 
 
You can also apply for assistance by 
downloading the application form 
here 
http://journalistsafety.org/2012/08/30/assi
stance-application/  
 

mailto:safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk
mailto:safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk
mailto:outreach@intermedia.pk
http://journalistsafety.org/report-a-threat/
http://journalistsafety.org/2012/08/30/assistance-application/
http://journalistsafety.org/2012/08/30/assistance-application/
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BBC Correspondent in Quetta Threatened 
by Baloch Liberation Front  

Quetta - 
Ayub 
Tareen, a 
corresponde
nt for the 
BBC’s Urdu 
service in 
Quetta, was 

forced to 
leave the 
city for an 

undisclosed location after he was 
threatened by the Baloch Liberation Front, 
BLF on 21 July. 
 
Reporters without Borders RSF, an 
International Organization working on 
journalist safety and security issues 
expressed deep concerns over the threats.  
 
“We take these threats very seriously and 
urge the local authorities to improve the 
safety of those who work in the media,” the 
press freedom organization said. “We 
support the call by the Balochistan Union of 
Journalists for dialogue and mediation to 
settle disputes between the media and the 
various interest groups in the region. 
 
Tareen was forced to leave Quetta after the 
BLF accused him of partisan reporting on its 
political activities and threatened him. 
 
Several Quetta-based news organizations 
received a statement from BLF spokesman 
Basham Baluch issued via the news agency 
Pakistan News Network International 
saying it was boycotting the BBC’s Urdu 
service because of the “partial attitude” of 
Tareen and adding: “We inform high-ups of 
BBC to take notice of their correspondent’s 
partial behavior." He went on: "Otherwise, 
we would be forced to take strict action." v 

 
The Balochistan Union of Journalists also 
condemned the threats, describing 
attempts by the BLF to influence coverage 
of its activities as “extremely undemocratic, 
non-political and immoral”. 
 
 
Tareen was the target of similar threats 
from the BLF last year, when he was also 
forced to leave Quetta temporarily. Ayub 
Tareen has received a small grant from 
Pakistan Journalist Safety Fund PJSF being 
run by Intermedia Pakistan and PFUJ with 
support from International Media Support 
IMS and Foundation Open Society Institute 
Pakistan, FOSIP. 

Reported by RSF on 1 August 2012 
 
 
Press Club Jhuddo Attacked 
 
Mirpurkhas: Three journalists and two 
visitors were injured when a group of 50 
people attacked the press club in Jhuddo on 
5 August 2012. 
 
The attackers are reported to have 
damaged the furniture and signboard of the 
club and taken away some electronic 
equipment. 
 
Ghulam Rasool Mugheri, a member of the 
club, told this correspondent that 
journalists of Jhuddo had exposed 16 bogus 
appointments and massive corruption in 
the defunct taluka municipal administration 
of Jhuddo in which some activists of a 
political party were involved. 
 
He alleged that political workers and 
supporters of the party attacked the club 
with sticks and injured Shahid Majeed, 
president of the club, reporter Waseem 
Yousuf, cameraman Lakhano Mugheri and 
visitors Zazar Fauji and Siddiq Kumbhar. 

Ayub Tareen, BBC Reporter forced to 
relocate following threats from BLF 
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http://en.rsf.org/pakistan-bbc-correspondent-in-quetta-01-08-2012,43149.html?dolist=ok/pakistan-bbc-correspondent-in-quetta-01-08-2012,43149.html
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They damaged furniture and signboard of 
the club and took away two fax machines, 
three cameras and a computer. Before 
storming into the club, they had threatened 
journalists of dire consequences. 
 
He said that police had reached the club 
but made no arrests. According to him, 
police also refused to register an FIR.vi 

Reported by Dawn on 6 August 2012 
 
Senior newspaper staffer attacked ‘for 
watching TV’ 
 
Karachi - In a disturbing incident, senior 
journalist and Op-Ed Editor of The News 
Zainul Abedin was attacked by four men 
outside his home in Gulshan-i-Iqbal Block 2, 
ostensibly “for watching TV and listening to 
Qawwalis”. The incident was reported to 
the police. According to the journalist, at 
around 11 pm on August 27, four men 
kicked the gate of his house and began to 
hurl abuse at him. When he went to the 
gate to talk to them, he was surrounded 
and grabbed, with one of the men objecting 
to his watching TV and listening to 
Qawwalis. When asked who they were and 
why they should have any problem with 
what anyone did in the privacy of their 
home, one of them reportedly said: “We do 
have a problem with these things but we 
will solve your problem today.” 
 
Then they started beating him, one of them 
punching him on his face and breaking his 
glasses. As they delivered more kicks, slaps 
and blows, they kept repeating, “We will 
not let you go unless you repent and say 
you will not turn your TV on again and you 
will stop listening to music.” 
  
A complaint has been lodged with the 
Gulshan-i-Iqbal police but no action has so 
far been taken. 

Reported by The News on 2 Sep 2012 
 

 
IN BRIEF 
 
 NEW MURREE: Police officer  suspended for 

supporting alleged criminal accused of 

attacking a journalist  

 

 LAHORE: Firing outside the office of a local 

newspaper in Lahore;  administration files 

case against 3, including an advertising firm 

 

 TAMMAN: Press Club Talla Gang General 

Secretary Mohammad Imran receives threats 

on phone. Warned on dire consequences for 

reporting about a local MPA 

 

 ISLAMABAD: Abdul Jameel, Chief 

Photographer Jang News was injured on 22 

September 2012 while covering protests 

against blasphemous movie.  

 

 HYDERABAD: Journalists face danger as 

armed assalains opened fire on Hyderabad 

press club on 11 Sept 2012. Assailants 

damaged journalist’s cars and motorcycles & 

broke the press club’s windows during 

attack. Police is yet to take any action.  

 

 SWABI: Arshad Ali Khan, a young journalist 
of the local weekly succumbed to his injured 
in Lady Reading hospital, Peshawar on 
Saturday. Khan was working for the Weekly 
Swabi Nama and three days back he was 
seriously injured when his maternal uncle 
and other relatives clashed with each other. 
His funeral was attended by journalists, 
officers of the district administration, 
politicians of various political parties and 
people of Shahmansoor. 

 
 

http://dawn.com/2012/08/06/press-club-attacked/
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-4-129528-Senior-staffer-of-The-News-attacked-for-watching-TV
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IN BRIEF 
 
Protest as Journalist Attacked 
 
Chenabnagar - Armed men attacked local 
journalist Tahir Razzak who was on his way to 
Chiniot by motorbike. When he reached Pahari 
Darrah, the attackers riding on a car stopped 
him and tried to put him in their car. The 
journalist offered resistance. Resultantly, one of 
the attackers opened fire on him but he 
narrowly escaped. Meanwhile, the other 
attacker hit him from behind and he got serious 
injuries. The journalists from Chiniot, Lalian and 
Chenabnagar protested against the attack. 
 

Reported by The Nation on 6 September 2012 
 

 Influential and after a journalist’s life 
 
Islamabad - No action has so far been taken 
on the complaint lodged at the Sabzi Mandi 
Police Station by a senior journalist Zafar 
Iqbal Qazi, who is continuously receiving 
threats of dire consequences from 
influential people belonging to the land 
mafia. 
 
Per details, the senior journalist associated 
with an independent news agency, had 
appealed to the Interior Minister A Rehman 
Malik to come to his rescue and had urged 
him to order the arrest of the influential 
people who were giving life threats to him 
and his family. 
 
According to details, Qazi was going to 
Islamabad from Rawalpindi when he was 
intercepted by a white Corolla car on I.J 
Principal Road in the jurisdictions of the 
Sabzi Mundi Police Station the other day. 
 
The police station concerned was notified 
in writing in this regard, however, neither 
did the police register a First Information 
Report (FIR), nor did they take action 
against the mafia members despite a lapse 
of more than one week. A written 
complaint was also lodged with the interior 
minister who was urged to take action 
against the culprits, but no reply had so far 
been received in this regard.  
 
The journalist had been receiving 
continuous life threats from the influential 
people. He said that two armed persons 
came out of the car and threatened him 
that he and his family members would be 
killed if he did not withdraw the FIR against 
Mehtab Hussain. 
 
Reported by Pakistan Today on 17 Sep 2012 
 
 

The Express Tribune’s reporter beaten, 
suspects traced but police turn away 
 
Karachi  - The Express Tribune’s Noman 
Ahmed was attacked by four men in a silver 
Toyota Corolla with registration number 
AVZ 163, registered to Chaudhry 
Mohammad Shareef, who lives at House 
No. 430, Chaudhry Rehmat Ali Road in 
Manzoor Colony. 
 
Shareef is the former nazim of UC 2 in 
Manzoor Colony and is better known as 
Gujjar. The four men in the silver car 
included a 60-something man in the 
passenger seat. They cornered Noman’s 
motorcycle against the boundary wall. Two 
younger men got out from the back seat 
and fell upon Noman right at The City 
School PAF Chapter. The driver joined in. 
Their parting words to the reporter were to 
“Ainda khayal rakhna, hum chorenge nahi”. 
 
“They kicked me and punched me around 
the head and face. I fell,” said Noman. 
“There were people watching too. It was 
very embarrassing.” No one came to help 
him. 
 

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/06-Sep-2012/protest-as-journalist-attacked
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2012/09/17/city/islamabad/influential-and-after-a-journalists-life/
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The ET Team have the police all the details 
of the men who we believe attacked the 
reporter, but the police failed to take 
action. Sources within the police station say 
that the police themselves tipped off the 
accused when the FIR was lodged.  
 

Reported by Express Tribune on 21 
September 2012 

 
 
 
 

IN BRIEF: Journalists’ Brother Abducted 
Brother of prominent Balochi TV Vsh news 
producer Razzak Sarbazi was abducted 
from Karachi on 11 August 2012. National 
Party president Dr. Malik Baloch has 
condemned the abduction of Razaq 
Sarbazi’s brother. “I’m sure Jalil Sarbazi was 
picked by the state agencies to intimidate 
the Baloch media,” Dr. Malik Baloch 
alleged.  
 

Reported by Baloch Warna News and The 
Nation1 on 18 August 2012 

IMPUNITY WATCH 

UPDATES ON 2012 JOURNALIST CASUALTIES 
 

- There has been no development in the murder case of Abdul Haq Baloch. No arrests 
have been made and no suspects have been nominated. According to Mr. Abdul Malik, 
family member of the slain journalist, the family has not received any legal or financial 
help from government, his organization or journalist unions. The journalist was the 
sole bread winner of the family and his demise has pushed the family into severe 
financial crisis.  
 

- The murder of Abdul Razzak Gul, a journalist found dead on 19th May remains a 
mystery. The police has been unable to identify any suspects and after 4 months, the 
case is at a standstill. Gul’s brother Mohammad Aalim Gul says that; “His widow gave 
birth to a son after his death and both of the immediate family members are without 
support from anyone in the journalist community and the government.” 
 

- Aurangzaib Tunio, was killed in Qambar Shahdadad Kot, Sindh on 10 May 2012. 
According to his brother Barkat Tunio, the family had identified the assailants in the 
registered FIR. But the accused have political backing and so far the police has not 
taken any action against them. Barkat Tunio also says that the family is now being 
threatened to withdraw the case or face consueqences. Aurangzain Tunio left behind a 
widow and 6 children, 3 of whom have special needs. The family is currently under 
severe financial crisis as the only earning member is his eldest daughter who is a 
teacher in a small school on a nominal salary. 
 

- Killed on 17 January, Mukarram Khan Atif was the first journalist casualty of the year. 
This murder was claimed by TTP. Muslim Khan, his brother says that, an FIR was 
registered but there has been no progress on the case. On the positive side, 
Mukarram’s widow has received insurance money from Dunya TV and other 
organizations and is not currently under financial duress.  

 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/440093/the-express-tribunes-reporter-beaten-suspects-traced-but-police-turn-away/
http://www.kproxy.com/servlet/redirect.srv/sruj/sjxcmjvrecsu/p1/xnews/articles.86/Brother-of-Vsh-News-TV-producer-and-his-friend-disappeared-by-Pakistan-police.html
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/18-Aug-2012/nhttp:/www.kproxy.com/servlet/redirect.srv/sruj/sjxcmjvrecsu/p1/xnews/articles.86/Brother-of-Vsh-News-TV-producer-and-his-friend-disappeared-by-Pakistan-police.html
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/18-Aug-2012/nhttp:/www.kproxy.com/servlet/redirect.srv/sruj/sjxcmjvrecsu/p1/xnews/articles.86/Brother-of-Vsh-News-TV-producer-and-his-friend-disappeared-by-Pakistan-police.html
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ARY News team member perishes in police 
fire 
 
Peshawar – The driver of an ARY News 
digital satellite news-gathering (DSNG) van 
died after being fatally wounded by gunfire, 
allegedly by the police, during the protests 
on Friday. 
 
“Wait a while, let me have breakfast… no 
one knows if we will be able to have lunch,” 
was how Muhammad Amir, the DSNG van 
driver, replied to ARY News reporter 
Shahzad Alam as the team prepared to 
cover the protests. 
 
Amir, 33, breathed his last at Lady Reading 
Hospital (LRH), leaving behind three sons 
(one only seven days old) and a widow. 
Doctors at LRH tried their level best to save 
him, but a fatal bullet received in the chest 
claimed his life within 30 minutes. 
 
“The cameraman had just come up with 
footage of the riots at Shama Cinema. Amir 
turned around the van to start the 
electricity generator so we could ingest the 
footage,” said DSNG operator Taifal while 
recalling the incident. 
 
ARY News Peshawar Bureau chief Zia Khan 
also asked the provincial government to 
investigate the incident and bring the 
culprits to task. 
 
Meanwhile, Peshawar Press Club (PPC) 
president Saiful Islam and Khyber Union of 
Journalists (KhUJ) president Arshad Aziz 
Malik condemned the police brutality and 
demanded immediate arrest of the 
policemen involved. Mediapersons also 
held a demonstration at PPC. KhUJ has 
planned another protest against the killing 
at PPC on Saturday (today). 
 

Reported by Express Tribune on 22 Sep 
2012 

Case filed against newspapers in Quetta 
under anti terrorism Act 
 
Quetta: A case has been filed against 
newspaper publishers and editors in Quetta 
for publishing the statement of a banned 
organization. According to details, City 
Police Station Quetta has filed a case 
against reporters, publishers and editors of 
Daily Jang. Express, Meezan, Mashriq, 
Qudrat, Intekhab, Bakhabar and other daily 
newspapers under section 34, 506, 504, 
109 and 186 of Anti Terrorism Act.  
 
Spokespersons of the said banned 
organizations had earlier called these 
newspapers and issued threats of attacking 
newspaper offices and target killing of 
journalists if their statements were not 
published. In a statement, the Balochistan 
Union of Journalists has condemned the 
court case by police and said that the police 
is targeting the media to cover their own 
incompetence. All Pakistan Newspaper 
Society, APNS has also condemned this act 
and termed it an attack on media under the 
guise of law and justice.  
 

Reported by Jang on 4 September 2012  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Wait a while, let me have breakfast… 
no one knows if we will be able to have 
lunch,” was how Muhammad Amir, the 
DSNG van driver, replied to ARY News 
reporter Shahzad Alam as the team 
prepared to cover the protests. 
 
Mohammad Amir was killed during that 
coverage. 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/440728/ary-news-team-member-comes-under-police-fire/
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Gov denies charges of secret media fund,; 
Journalists submit details of the alleged 
fund in SC 
 
Islamabad: The information ministry 
disputed in the Supreme Court claims made 
by TV anchors in a petition that the 
government was using Rs 4 billion secret 
funds to influence the media for its ulterior 
motive. 
 
A two-judge bench comprising Justice 
Jawwad S. Khawaja and Justice Khilji Arif 
Hussain had taken up a joint petition filed 
by the TV anchors in which the government 
has been accused of doling out billions of 
rupees from the ministry’s secret fund to 
win over media houses and journalists. 
Kaira termed all the figures quoted by some 
sections of press as inflated exaggerations. 
  
“Ministry’s total budget is only Rs5.85 
billion and the secret fund gets only Rs12 
million of it,” said Kaira. Kaira clarified that 
Rs100 million were reserved for special 
publicity while a small amount of Rs12 
million was kept under the head of secre 
fund. 
  
 
 

 

“As far as allegations of bribing journalists 
are concerned, the ministry only extends 
monetary assistance to the deserving 
journalists, their widows, and families who 
are in need of it,” Kaira added. 
 
 On the other hand, the petitioners’ senior 
journalists Absar Alam and Hamid Mir 
rejected earlier claims by the information 
ministry and its counsel and presented 
details of spending under the controversial 
secret fund. Alam said “we submitted 
details of supplementary grants given by 
the ministry which are not mentioned in 
the budget”. 
 
Mir added that both the petitioners had 
presented facts and figures during the 
hearing, which revealed that Information 
Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira’s lawyer Abid 
Saqi had misguided the court and called for 
immediate action against the lawyer. The 
Supreme Court has directed the auditor 
general (AG) to present records of the 
information ministry for the past three 
years.  
 

Reported by Express Tribune, Dawn, The 
News, Pakistan Today and others 
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“Everyone should know the sources of income of Pakistani journalists, 
 TV anchors, media house owners and advertising agencies,” Hamid Mir 
 
 

"Media’s role was to bring a positive change in the society, which is 
only possible if its own operations are transparent. “The culprits 
amongst us should be brought to justice.” Absar Alam1 

 
 
1
 Media Accouncitibility: SC issues notices to respondents in Mir, Absar petition, The Express Tribune, 1 August 2012, 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/415776/media-accountability-sc-issues-notices-to-respondents-in-mir-absar-petition/ 

 
 
 
 

 

 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/436376/media-accountability-details-of-secret-media-fund-submitted-by-journalists/
http://dawn.com/2012/09/13/ministry-denies-secret-fund-for-media-allegations/
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-67135-Rs12-million-allocated-to-secret-fund
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-67135-Rs12-million-allocated-to-secret-fund
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2012/09/08/news/national/kaira-rejects-allegations-of-secret-funds/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/415776/media-accountability-sc-issues-notices-to-respondents-in-mir-absar-petition/
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Journalists’ petitions: SC issues notices to 
58 TV channel owners 
 
Islamabad: On 27 August 2012, the 
Sumpere Court issued notices to 58 TV 
channel owners while hearing petitions 
filed by journalists against distribution of 
money and plots by business tycoon Riaz 
Malik. 
  
A two-member bench, consisting of Justice 
Jawad S Khawaja and Justice Arif Hussain, 
heard the petitions, filed by journalists 
Hamid Mir, Absar Alim and other 
journalists. Counsel for Bahria Town Zahid 
Bokhari told the court that Malik Riaz had 
never given any plot or money to any 
journalists and such insinuations are a pack 
of lies. No amount, through Bahria Town 
pad or check, was ever distributed. 
  
On this, Hamid Mir argued that if this is not 
true, than the court should seek PTA record 
and see who displayed the list of journalists 
on the Internet.Justice Jawad S Khawaja 
remarked that several important questions 
have been raised in the petitions, and it is 
imperative that they be argued in the court. 
  
Zahid Bokhari further told the court that 
Hamid Mir filed the petition due to his 
opposition to a rival TV channel. This is a 
fight of an individual which is being fought 
through channels. 
  
Hamid Mir said that he is a professional 
journalist and bears no animosity towards 
anyone. If he had filed the petition due to 
any differences with another TV channel 
than its anchorperson Arshad Sharif would 
not have been party to the petitions. He 
said that besides him, Asma Sherazi and 
Mazhar Abbas are also co-respondents, and 
they are all professional journalists, and we 
have no link with media house owners. 
  

 
IN BRIEF  

 
 

 RAWALPINDI: Journalists barred from 

taking a camera to Rawalpindi 

cantonment board office. Journalists 

trying to cover a citizen protest over non 

availability of drinking water man 

handled by cantonment board officials, 

who also confiscated their cameras.   

 
 ISLAMABAD: SC seeks details of ad 

agency assets. Two member bench has 

sought details of all the assets and tax 

record of an ad agency on the application 

of government on Punjab. The case 

against Midas Private lmt. Concerns a 

corruption charge of Rs. 750 million 

 
 LAHORE: TV channels asked to 

implement labour laws. Punjab Labour 

Department issues notices to 

administration to provide employee and 

salary details.  

 
 IFEX: Ansar Abbasi, editor of 

investigations for Pakistan's leading 
media group Jang, is apparently facing a 
de facto ban from his own employers. 
Other TV channels also report being told 
not to air his views.  He is not the only 
one. The Dawn media network recently 
withdrew a show on the morality of cable 
content - hosted by Pakistan's most 
prominent anchor, Talat Hussain - within 
10 minutes of broadcast, because of 
pressure from cable operators. 

 Mazhar Abbas writing for IFEX 
 

http://www.ifex.org/pakistan/2012/08/23/editor_censored/
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He said that we are under constant 
pressure form TV channel owners as well 
as other elements. Hamid Mir further 
said that no office of any TV channels is 
present in Quetta. Therefore, they don’t 
know what is happening there. It would 
be better if they are summoned to 
Quetta and hearing is conducted in 
Quetta so that they would see what is 
happening in Quetta. 
  
On this, the court ordered the 
government to take measures for 
security. The court adjourned then 
hearing till September 6 and asked for 
detail response from the 58 TV channel 
owners. Counsel for another private TV 
channel requested for more time for his 
client to file a response in the court.vii 
 

Reported by The News on 28 August 
2012 

 
Debate over ‘obscenity’ definition 
continues  
 
Islamabad: A Supreme Court bench 
heard a constitutional petition on 17 
September, regarding obscene and other 
objectionable material aired by the 
media and directed Pemra to define 
‘obscenity’ within a period of two weeks. 
  
A three-member bench of the apex court 
comprising Chief Justice Iftikhar 
Muhammad Chaudhry, Justice Jawwad S 
Khawaja and Justice Khilji Arif Hussain 
was hearing the case.Senior lawyers 
appeared on behalf of the Pakistan 
Broadcasters Association, Cable 
Operators Association and Pemra while 
Muhammad Akram Sheikh, and others 
appeared for the petitioners in the case. 
  
The petition, under Article 184(3) of the 
Constitution, was registered in view of 
letters received from Justice Wajih-ud-

 
IN BRIEF  

 
 

 ISLAMABAD: President confers awards to 
8 journalists. Parvaiz SHaukat, Azhar 
Abas, Hamid Mir, Jugnoo Mohsin, 
Sikandar Hameed Lodhi among the 
recipients. 
 

 KARACHI: NewsOne Website hacked over 
inadequate coverage of Rohingya killings. 
The hacker termed it an attempt to ‘open 
the eyes of Pakistan & media towards the 
killings of Muslims in Myanmar. 
 

 ISLAMABAD: On 28 August, The Press 
Council of Pakistan urged the National 
Assembly Standing Committee on 
Information and Broadcasting to help 
enforce and implement the ethical code 
of practice in print media. Urging 
parliamentarians for support, PCP 
CHairman Mr. Shafqat Abbasi described 
the Press Council as a helpless body, 
although it was responsible for 
monitoring and regulating media, and 
had the powers to suspend a newspaper 
for seven days and even cancel its 
declaration if it fails to comply with the 
council’s directions and rules. 
 

 ISLAMABAD: NA Standing Committee for 
Information has called for stopping anti 
Pakistan debate on the media. 
Chairperson Standing Committee Belum 
Hussain said that Pakistan is our country 
and negative portrayal of Pakistan and its 
ideology are not acceptable on any level. 
 

 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-2-128676-SC-issues-notices-to-58-TV-channel-owners
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Din Ahmed, former Judge of the apex court, 
Qazi Hussain Ahmad, prominent citizens 
and scholars in their own right. 
  
The court directed Pemra to lay down the 
Commonly Accepted Standard of Decency 
keeping in view Article 37(g) of the 
Constitution and other relevant laws and 
take short term and long term measures to 
control obscenity, indecency etc. 
  
The court directed Pemra to complete this 
exercise within a period of two weeks.  
 

 
During the hearing the court was also 
informed that there was no permanent 
Chairman of Pemra and the incumbent was 
just an acting Chairman who had been 
doing the job for the last about two years. 
 
PEMRA has held 2 consultative meetings in 
order to set a working difinition of the term 
“obscenity” for electronic media but has 
yet to arrive at a final difinition.  
 

Reported by The News ,  The Express 
Tribune and others 

Policing the Press 
Ali Zafar 

The US-based Society of Professional Journalists believed that since 
“professional integrity is the cornerstone of a journalist’s credibility”, a code of ethics should 
be “embraced by all journalists”, but insists that such a code should be taken “voluntarily” and 
that “the code is intended not as a set of rules but as a resource for ethical decision-making … 
it is not — nor it can be under the First Amendment — legally enforceable.” The Supreme 
Court’s attempt to formulate a compulsory code is against this established principle. Devising 
a code amounts to making a law for which, with respect, the Court has no jurisdiction. Not 
only would this be against fundamental rights but once the Court has formulated such rules, 
they would be free from judicial review, as the highest Court in Pakistan would be the author 
and also their final interpreter for the future. Even otherwise, the Supreme Court has no 
expertise on deciding how journalists should exercise their profession. Judges do not 
understand the “nuisances that involve journalistic crafts”. This is like saying that the media 
should decide the judges’ code or doctors should determine lawyers’ regulations. 
 
What needs to be done and accomplished urgently is that all stakeholders in the media should 
suo motu draft an elaborate code on similar lines as the SPJ, enshrining at least the five basic 
principles that journalists should 1) be “honest, fair and courageous in gathering,  
reporting and interpreting information”; 2) treat everyone as “human beings deserving of 
respect”; 3) act “independently”;  4) be “accountable”; and 5) in the context of Pakistan, not 
“play the political actor”.  
 

The writer is an advocate of Supreme Court of Pakistan Reproduced from  Express Tribune, Sep 2012  
 

  Policing the press by Ali Zafar – The Express Tribune , 7 September 2012 –  
http://tribune.com.pk/story/432461/policing-the-press/ 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-17552-SC-gives-Pemra-two-weeks-to-define-obscenity
http://tribune.com.pk/story/437040/second-meeting-pemra-strives-to-define-obscenity/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/437040/second-meeting-pemra-strives-to-define-obscenity/
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Pakistan Internet Censorship Worsens Once Again 
 
EFF/IFEX - Just when we thought censorship in Pakistan couldn't get any worse, it has. After 
our joint effort with numerous Pakistani and international organizations succeeded in 
putting plans for a national filter on hold, and Pakistan relented after a brief experiment 
with blocking Twitter, we thought we could turn our focus elsewhere for a little while.  
 
We were wrong.  
 
On 11 August 2012, news emerged that the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
had ordered all of the country's Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to block fifteen 
"scandalous" websites, including one hosting an audio recording of a "sensual" conversation 
between two parliamentarians and another containing video of a press conference in which 
a female television anchor claimed that she and a government employee are secretly 
married and have a son.  
 
While Pakistan has been censoring online content for a long time, the PTA's focus has 
tended toward pornography and blasphemy, not political scandal. In an article from 
Pakistani publication The News, Wahajus Siraj, Convener of the ISP Association of Pakistan, 
suggested that the latest censorship was for political gain.  
 
In addition to political intrigue, Pakistani digital rights organization Bytes4All reports that 
the government froze mobile phone networks in the province of Balochistan on August 14, 
Pakistan's Independence Day. According to a report from the OpenNet Initiative, 
Balochistan seems to be the primary target of government censors, which have ordered the 
blocking of Balochi news, independence and culture websites. A secondary effect of the 
censorship is that many such sites have closed down, purposeless without a native 
audience.  
 
In response to the latest crackdown, Bytes4All wrote that the ban on communications has 
been "hugely protested by the citizens in the province and can eventually end up further 
widening the gulf of trust deficit, instigating more violence and rebellion among citizens."  
 
EFF is alarmed to see Pakistan move from its flirtation with stifling freedom of expression on 
the Internet to a full-blown affair. Government mandated filtering of pornographic or 
blasphemous material is highly problematic for freedom of expression, especially because of 
the high incidence of false positives, but Mubarak-style cutoffs of communications in 
regions of unrest and censorship of reporting on political scandal are an order of magnitude 
more repressive. We may not be surprised, but we are bitterly disappointed to say that we 
will have to keep a close eye on this situation as it develops.viii 
 

Reproduced from IFEX website, published on 16 August 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ifex.org/pakistan/2012/08/24/internet_censorship/
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NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWS 
 
In August – September 2012, the monitored 
news sourcesix published a total of 180 
news items on media issues. Most of these 
articles focused on FoE, specifically a couple 
of high profile court cases. Only 18% of the 
news items dealt with journalist safety 
issues.  
 

Breakdown of news items on media and 
journalist safety issues 

 
Physical Safety was the news focus of 27% 
of the news stories published in September 
2012, but in August only 10% of the media 
content on journalist issues was about 
journalist safety and security.  

 
August vs Sep – Focus of News stories 

 
 
In August a young journalist from Lahore 
committed suicide over nonpayment of her 
salary. The FIR registered terms her death 
as murder. Another journalist was shot 
dead during a family feud. In September 
Abdul Haq Baloch a journalist from Khuzdar 
was gunned down and in Peshwar a news 
media team member, DSNG driver died 
after being caught in police firing during the 
coverage of a protest.  
 
Even though only one of these media 
workers and journalists are technically 
amongst those who are counted as 
journalists killed because of their 
professional association, the remaining 3 
deaths also high light the gravity of the 
situation in which journalists are operating 
in Pakistan. 
 
Seemab’s suicide or alleged murder was 
linked to the nonpayment of her salary. The 
journalist was hired by Daily Anti Crime on 
only 13,000/- a month and even that salary 
hadn’t been paid in months. Seemab is not 
the first news team member to have 
committed suicide due to salary 
nonpayment. In 2008 an NLW editor of 
channel 5 had also taken his life after his 
employer failed to pay the salary for 5 
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months. Salary nonpayment is a common 
issue in Pakistan’s media networks. 
Financial insecurity can lead to serious 
security threats, especially if the journalist 
becomes inclined towards underhand ways 
of making money in absence of his/her 
rightful salary. 
 
The death of ARY DSGN driver Mohammad 
Amir is yet another alarm signal to all 
journalists. Even though the driver does not 
technically qualify as a journalist, he was a 
member of the reporting team and was 
present at the crime scene for the coverage 
of a news event. The cameramen and 
reporter for ARY were also present right 
alongside. This reckless attitude of giving 
priority to news coverage over one’s own 
life is rampant in Pakistan’s media circles. 
 
Sub Categories of reported security threats 

to journalists 

 
 
In August 2 journalists were injured when a 
Press Club was attacked by armed gunmen. 
In September 5 different cases of assault on 
journalists were reported. No journalist was 
kidnapped in either August or September 
but in August the brother of Balochi 
language Vsh TV anchor was abducted. It 
isn’t clear whether the kidnapping was 
linked to journalism.  
 
 

Issues related to Freedom of Expression, 
FoE made for 58% of the total coverage on 
media. The case against media owners filed 
by Absar Alam and Hamid Mir was widely 
discussed. 63% of the news on FoE focused 
on court proceedings. Apart from Alam/ 
Mir case, the suo moto on obscene content 
on TV channels also made up for a large 
percentage of news.  Another major sub 
category of FoE was regulation, most of 
these covered PEMRA’s consultations to 
define obscenity. 
 
 

Sub Categories of reported FoE issues 
 

 
The media coverage was found lacking in 
detail when it comes to covering journalist 
safety issues. Newspapers are giving a 
reasonable amount of coverage to news 
about media. However, it is apparent that 
journalist safety issues are not being 
covered properly. Even though a reporter 
and a media worker were killed during 
these months, their deaths were covered 
only surface without a single piece even 
trying to put the reality of physical and 
financial insecurity of journalists in context. 
The attack on Press Club was reported 
briefly by a single paper and only a few 
opinion pieces were written about the 
moral policing of media content. 

This 
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This report is prepared by Intermedia Pakistan with support from Founation Open Society Pakistan. For 
detailed updates on journalist safety issues in Pakistan, please visit our website journalistsafety.org 
 
If you are a journalist under threat please contact us on outreach@intermedia.pk or report the threat at 
http://journalistsafety.org/report-a-threat/ 

 
Media Threats Bulletin is a monthly publication, compiling key news items about threats to media 
in Pakistan. The bulletin can be accessed at journnalistsafety.org If you would like to receive the 
monitor and regular updates on journalist safety issues in Pakistan, follow our website or email us 
at outreach@Intremedia.pk for subscription.  
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