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y now nearly all related stakeholders — including the 
national and international communities – have a Bdecent idea about the scale of impunity against 

journalists in Pakistan. We all know, for instance, that 
reporting is a tough job in Pakistan. The country has been 
rated the most dangerous place to practice journalism on 
the planet for two years running — 2011 and 2012 — by 
Reporters Without Borders.

On the issue of impunity against journalists, the right to 
exercise freedom of expression, indirect censorship offline 
and direct censorship online, the country has also 
consistently ranked amongst the worst performers on these 

Media Threats Bulletin

Deaths

Kidnapping / Abduction

Detention

Arrest

Assault / Injury

Attack on Office

Attack on Home

Attack on Press Club

Verbal Threat

Written Threat

Ban

Aug-Sep 

2012

Oct-Nov 

2012

2

0

0

1

9

2

0

2

3

0

2

2

0

0

0

8

2

3

0

1

1

0

December 

2012

0

1

0

2

1

0

0

0

2

0

0

JOURNALIST THREATS BAROMETER



subjects on annual indices of killed in the line of duty — is at journalists was 2005 when 5 
organizations such as the least 83. That in itself is an were killed while 4 each were 
Committee to Protect Journalists, average of 7 journalists killed eliminated in 2003 and 2006. But 
Article IX, Freedom House, etc. every year since 2000 or one from 2007 to end 2012, no less 

every two months. than 9 have been killed each year 
Looked at from any angle, the with 13 losing their lives in 2007. 
scale of impunity against Breaking down the 12-year At least 12 each were killed in 
journalists in Pakistan is period under review into the first 2010 and 2011 and 9 each in 
staggering. According to data seven years (2000 to 2006) and 2009 and in the first 11 months 
provided by the Pakistan Federal the last 5 years (2007 to 2012), of 2012 while 10 were killed in 
Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and the statistics become more 2008.
Intermedia Pakistan, over 2,000 menacing. During 2000 and 2006, 
journalists have experienced a total of 18 journalists were The statistics, compiled by 
harassment, intimidation, kidnap, killed at an average of 2.5 every Intermedia Pakistan, also show 
arrest, detention, assault and year or one about every 5 that contrary to belief, Sindh is 
injury since January 2000. That’s months. In the last 5 years — the most dangerous territory in 
an average of 166 cases every from 2007 to end 2012 — the Pakistan to practice journalism 
year for 12 years, or 6 cases a number of journalists killed shoot with 23 killed in 12 years, 
month. up to 65. That’s 13 every year or, including 17 in the last 5 years. 

staggeringly, one every 28 days. The second worst place to be a 
In the same period, the number journalist is Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
of journalists verifiably killed The statistics tell another story with a total of 18 killed in 12 
through specific targeting or when seen in the context of years (14 in the last 5) with a 
those who lost their lives in killings every year and regions close third being Balochistan with 
deliberate terrorism-related where the journalists were killed 17 journalists killed since 2000. 
violence (such as suicide attacks as well as the ways in which they 
and bomb blasts) while out in the were eliminated. During 2000 But when measured for the last 5 
field reporting — in other words, and 2007, the worst year for years (2007-12), Balochistan has 

been the worst place to be a 
journalist in Pakistan with all 17 
killings coming in these 5 years. 
The Tribal Areas (Fata) and 
Punjab are tied for the fourth 
worst place to practice 
journalism with 11 killings each 
— most in both cases occurring 
in the last 5 years. Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Azad Kashmir seem to be the 
safest places in Pakistan 
journalism-wise, with no killings 
(of journalists) recorded there. 
Even Islamabad ‘scored’ 3 killings.

It is also revealing how these 83 
journalists were killed. No less 
than 63 were sought out and 
shot dead in cold blood. Which state, not the media bothered.
means that in four-fifths of the organizations they worked for 
killings, the work of these and not their families have been The minimum solution is a legal 
journalists massively upset the able to pursue justice, which aid mechanism and a safety fund 
actors who killed them. Of those allows for the killings of for journalists that can step in as 
eliminated, 12 journalists were journalists — and non-fatal but interim measures, for starters, 
abducted before being killed and dangerous and disturbing and then become 
their bodies dumped to be found intimidation and harassment — institutionalized. Intermedia 
to serve as warnings. At least 5 of to go on unabated. Pakistan already runs a safety 
these were brutally tortured in fund that offers a variety of 
captivity before they were killed. How can this impunity stop? assistance — from medical aid to 
Two were beheaded and one Through a variety of actions and counseling and from financial aid 
hanged. At least 10 journalists approaches as outlined in other to families of journalists killed to 
were killed in suicide attacks stories of this Special Report in relocation in-country for 
while they were out reporting on these pages. However, without journalists under threat. It is now 
assignment and another 4 in invoking the legal process, also launching a media legal aid 
bomb attacks. While these 14 impunity cannot begin to be program to formally start legal 
were not direct targets, their scaled back. Most journalists challenges against impunity by 
killings demonstrate the violent killed come from lower income taking up cases of journalists in 
environment in which they work backgrounds because of which distress in courts through a cadre 
and which poses a major risk to after they are killed their families of lawyers trained in media 
journalists in the field. At least cannot pursue the vagaries of defense. These are small parts of 
one was target-killed in a bomb expensive and confusing justice efforts that are assuming a 
attack with his car rigged with system. national profile through an 
explosives designed to go off alliance on safety being 
when he opened it to drive. And because most of these established and which will soon 

journalists are not formal, full- assume international dimensions 
The one common thing that ties time or contracted employees, when the UN Action Plan on 
the killings of ALL these 83 their media organizations don’t Impunity Against Journalists is 
journalists save one (Daniel see them as “their” employees launched in Pakistan in early 
Pearl) is that their killers have and, therefore, don’t pursue 2013 as part of a global pilot 
never been found, prosecuted or justice for them. As for the state program in 5 countries.
punished. This is called impunity. — its larger political problems 
“Exemption or freedom from and eroding capacities means it is Originally published in The News 
punishment, harm or loss” — the not pushed when the families on Sunday on 9th December 2012 
definition of impunity. Not the and employers don’t, or can’t, be 
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Statistical Analysis
Journalists Killed in Pakistan Since 2000 – Geographic and Yearly Data

Year Balochistan KP Punjab Sindh Fata Islamabad Total

Source: Intermedia Pakistan

2000 - - - 1 - - 1

2001 - - 1 - - - 1

2002 - - 1 1 - - 2

2003 - 1 - 3 - - 4

2004 - 1 - - - - 1

2005 - 1 1 - 3 - 5

2006 - 1 - 1 1 1 4

2007 - 2 - 8 1 2 13

2008 3 3 2 1 1 - 10

2009 1 4 3 - 1 - 9

2010 4 1 1 2 4 - 12

2011 4 3 2 3 - - 12

2012 5 1 - 3 - - 9

17 18 11 23 11 3 83

Shot dead (killed at close range / target killed) 62

Abducted before being killed 12

Tortured before being killed 5

Beheaded 2

Hanged 1

Killed in a suicide bombing while reporting 10

Killed in a bomb blast while reporting 4

Killed in a targeted car bomb blast 1

Nature of death Number of 
journalists

Source: Intermedia Pakistan 

Journalists Killed in Pakistan – Types of Killings
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By Amir Mir suspects before a magistrate was 
killed on November 11, just two 
days before he was to testify LAHORE: An Anti-Terrorism Court 
before the ATC. Two armed men of Karachi has failed to meet the 
barged into his house in the 45-day deadline fixed by the Sindh 
Soldier Bazar area and shot him. High Court to wrap up the 
His murder sent shockwaves proceedings in Wali Khan Babar 
across the country which is tagged murder case and take the killers to 
as one of the deadliest countries task.
in the world for journalists and  
one of the worst in bringing the Wali Khan Babar, 29, was gunned 
killers to justice.down on January 13, 2012, hardly 
 elimination of all the six eye a few hours after covering a police 
Haider Ali, for whom the Sindh witnesses has made it really investigation in Pehlawan Goth, a 
High Court had ordered extra difficult for the Anti Terrorism Karachi locality with a high level of 
protection, was killed despite Court to convict the assassins. violence. According to the findings 
being underground. Two well-know international of a Joint Investigation Team (JIT) 
 organisations that promote press formed to probe the murder, the 
Senior officials of the Karachi freedom and defend the rights of eight arrested accused were 
Police, who are dealing with Wali journalists across the globe have members of the notorious death 
Babar’s murder, believe that the already decried the failure of the squad of a Karachi-based ethnic 
December 4 deadline set by the Pakistani authorities to protect group. 
Sindh High Court to decide the eyewitnesses in Wali Babar’s 
case might have prompted the murder case.Karachi’s Anti Terrorism Court No 
assailants to physically eliminate  III was directed by the Sindh High 
the last remaining eyewitness to “The cold-blooded murders could Court on October 19, 2012 to 
stop him from testifying before make it impossible for the wrap up the Wali Babar murder 
the court. After the murder of authorities to successfully case within 45 days. However, the 
Haider Ali, the police officials say, conclude the trial and could dash December 4 deadline has already 
it would be quite hard for the trial any hope of justice in this case”, expired, with no tangible progress 
court to convict the killers. The said a press release by the Paris-in the case, mainly because of the 
accused have been charged with based Reporters Sans Borders elimination of the last surviving 
murder and common intent under (RSB). The New York-based witness, Haider Ali alias Saleem.
the Pakistan Penal Code and Committee to Protect Journalists  
under Section 7 of the Anti- (CPJ) has also condemned the A total of 23 people witnessed the 
Terrorism Act. While one suspect targeted killings of the witness in murder of the Geo News’ reporter 
was killed in an encounter with the Wali Babar murder. “The but only six had taken the risk of 
Darakshan police in March 2012, murder of witnesses and testifying before the Karachi ATC 
five other men have been investigators proves that there is which is conducting the trial inside 
declared fugitives. an organized group which is Karachi Central Prison due to 
 involved in the murder. But it security concerns. But 
According to senior officials of the seems that the government and unfortunately, all the six were 
Karachi Police, the confessional law enforcement agencies are too gunned down one by one in a 
statements made by the eight scared to come forward and say frighteningly systematic manner 
arrested accused, coupled with who is behind these brazen over a period of past 22 months.
those of the eye witnesses would killings”. 
have been enough to take the Haider Ali, the sixth and the last 
killers to task. But they added in As reported by The News on 14 surviving witness, who had 
the same breath that the physical December 2012already identified four of the five 

Court deadline to punish 
journalist’s killers missed
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LANDI KOTAL: A protest the Press Club President Ahmad 
demonstration of local press Nabi. If Musa Khan is not set free 
reporters in Landi Kotal region safely at the earliest, the tribal 
near Peshawar (Khyber journalists will stage a protest 
Pakhtunkhwa) was held against demonstration in front of 
their missing colleague, Musa governor House in Peshawar, 
Khan Afridi, in front of Landi Kotal warned Nabi. 
Press Club.

Since November 02, 2012 Afridi, a 
Scores of local journalists were senior journalist from Jamrud, 
holding placards inscribed with has been missing from Karkhano 
slogans like, “Provide security to market, Peshawar.
the tribal journalists” and were 
chanting full throat slogans in As reported by The Nation on 6th 
favor of their demands.  The December 2012
protest demonstration was led by 

Journalists protest against 
colleague’s kidnapping

Journalist 
Threatened for 
Reporting Rape 
Case
HYDERABAD: Journalists in 
Umerkot (Sindh), including Daily 
Sindh Express reporter Mushtaq 
Kunbhar, have received 
threatening calls for reporting the 
rape of a six-year-old girl in 
Meghwadh colony in Umerkot. 
Kunbhar was physically assaulted 
for reporting a particular name.

The incident took place on 
December 2, 2012 in Meghwadh 
colony when the girl went missing 
for about an hour while playing in 
the street outside her house. She 
was found bleeding and 
unconscious on the same street 
later. Although she was not able 
to identify the man who took her 
away, the police used sniffer dogs 
to reach the site of the incident.

“The dogs traced the guest house, 
which is also used as an illegal 
betting den, of an influential 
person,” said Kunbhar. “I received 
threatening calls [on Dec 6] to 
stop reporting the issue,” Kunbhar 
told The Express Tribune. “Today 
[Dec 7], I was stopped by some 
men who started beating me up. 
But as soon as the other reporters 
who were with me tried to stop 
them, the attackers escaped.”   

The journalists held a protest 
against the attack on Kunbhar in 
the afternoon and were assured 
by Senior Superintendent Police 
Riaz Soomro that an FIR would be 
registered on the reporter’s 
complaint against the person who 
attacked him. However, no FIR 
was registered till the filing of this 
report.
As reported by The Express 
Tribune on December 8th, 2012.
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Gujjar Khan: Senior local 
journalist Farzand Ali Khawaja 
has received threats from a 
local political personality. The 
gas supply to the journalist’s 
house was also disconnected 
following a story exposing 
local authorities. The threats 
and the politician’s attitude 
was condemned by journalists 
in an emergency meeting of 
the Chakwal Press Club.

GHALLANAI: The journalist in protesters demanded release of 
Mohmand Agency of Federally the detained journalists and 
Administered Tribal Areas staged urged human rights organizations 
a protest against the arrest of two and the judiciary to take note of 
journalists by the security forces. the raid on the press club.
The security forces raided the  
Mohmand Press Club and Later, Assistant Political Agent 
arrested Saeed Badshah and Jamshed Khan assured the 
Kifayat Ullah. journalists that the 
 administration would ask the 
The local journalists led by Press Mohmand Rifles to release the 
Club officials Shakirullah and Gul two journalists. 
Muhammad staged protest  
demonstration and blocked the As reported by The News on 12 
Peshawar-Bajaur road for some December 2012
time against the arrests. The 

Authorities arrest two 
Mohmand Agency Journalists 

IN BRIEF 

Islamabad: Chairperson Senate Standing Committee on 
Information and Broadcasting Kamil Ali Agha has issued 
instructions to compile records about threats being faced 
by journalists and present them to the committee. 

December 2012December 2012
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Information and Broadcasting Kamil Ali Agha has issued 
instructions to compile records about threats being faced 
by journalists and present them to the committee. 
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By Aoun Sahi measures can minimize the threat Conversely, he says, if the 
level by 50-60 per cent,” he says. journalists take care of the so-

Abdul Haq Baloch, a TV reporter called “red line” (while reporting), 
and general secretary of Khuzdar “If you look closely into the they cannot do journalism.”
Press Club in Balochistan, was shot murder cases of journalists in 
dead by unidentified men on Pakistan, you would find that at Yusufzai believes that a lot of 
September 29, 2012. The worst least in 60 per cent cases they young people who have come into 
part of the story was that he had crossed the red line knowingly or journalism in the last few years 
been threatened for several weeks unknowingly. It is mainly because like to exercise caution. “In most 
before his murder. He had also they were never trained how to cases, the attackers give warnings 
intimated the district handle certain situations and avoid to their targets and the 
administration, the management one-sided stories. Most of them intelligence agencies give signals 
of his media group and the were not even trained how to of displeasure, but the journalists 
Pakistan Federal Union of keep a professional interaction wouldn’t take these lightly.
Journalists (PFUJ) about the with different parties in conflict 
threats, but could not avert the areas,” he says. “It hardly helps to share 
situation. information with their media 

Khattak believes that both trade outlets. Only some international 
A majority of the journalists killed unions of journalists as well as the media houses can facilitate 
(motive confirmed) in Pakistan media houses should sit together relocating the threatened 
during the last two decades were and think up a solution. “Media journalists; the local media houses 
aware of the level of threat they houses should understand that generally show care for the threat 
had got, yet they failed to help productivity of journalists is badly level. Journalists working in 
themselves. For instance, affected if they are working in conflict zones need to understand 
Hayatullah Khan, a journalist from constant fear. The PFUJ and media that they are on their own,” he 
North Waziristan who was owners are required to develop a declares.
kidnapped in January 2006 and general safety procedure as soon 
found dead six months later, is as possible.” Balochistan where recently two 
known to carry AK-47 when he press clubs — Khuzdar and Panjgur 
was out reporting. The significance of “red line” — have been shut down because 
Iqbal Khattak, a Peshawar-based varies from region to region, says of security issues is seen as among 
senior journalist and the Pakistan Rahimullah Yusufzai, a senior the most dangerous region. “Most 
representative of Reporters journalist based in the conflict- journalists working in interior 
Without Borders, says that in most ridden Peshawar. “For conflict Balochistan not only lack training 
cases the journalist fail to gauge areas, even reporting facts would and education but also exposure. 
the level of threat. “Journalists [in tantamount to crossing the red They are unsafe but still cross the 
Pakistan] hardly take risks into line for some stakeholders. It is too red line out of excitement. They 
consideration when they are out hard to report in these regions.” need to understand that the 
to report. Simple, pre-cautionary militant forces, whether religious, 

sectarian or nationalist, have not 
spared the security forces too. 

They only need proofs to attack 
the journalists. While on the other 
hand, the intelligence agencies 
have their own definition of 
national interest,” says Shahzada 
Zulfiqar, a Quetta based journalist 
and former president of the 
Balochistan Union of Journalists 
(BUJ).

IN BRIEF 

Islamabad: Two employees of an English newspaper 
attempted suicide against non-payment of salaries for the 
last 11 months. An employee working in the editorial 
department of the newspaper said their receptionist and 
an official from the IT department were spotted by other 
employees sprinkling petrol on themselves. Their 
colleagues snatched petrol bottles and match box from 
them before they could set themselves alight.

According to Zulfiqar, over the 
years the militants have become 
“more media conscious. Threats 
and attacks can be reduced to 
some extent by adopting a 
professional approach and doing 
impartial and unbiased reporting.”

He adds that the role of media 
owners and the PFUJ becomes too 
important in the training of 
journalists especially those coming 
from rural areas. “Trade unions 
have been weakened over the 
years while media group owners 
are not interested in ensuring the 
security of their workers. I have 
never seen any media organization 
arrange training sessions on 
reporting in conflict zones.”

The journalists are also not 
insured. A few months back, a 
photojournalist of a leading Urdu understand the importance of Pakistan Broadcasters Association 
newspaper was injured in an media and try to use it against (PBA) and the All Pakistan 
attack while covering an event and their enemies.” Newspapers Society (APNS) to 
had to be admitted in hospital. formulate standard operating 
“His paper, instead of providing Pervaiz Shaukat, President, PFUJ, procedures (SOPs) for journalists’ 
him medical facility, deducted his says that to ensure the protection security. “But in a country where it 
five days’ (spent in hospital) of journalists in a country where took 12 years to get wage board 
salary,” says Zulfiqar. the security forces are not safe is implemented, you think it would 

no child’s play. The PFUJ has been be easy to convince the owners to 
He also says that journalists are striving to train journalists and provide for the security of 
often caught between competing enable them to work in the face of journalists?
power centres. “The Balochistan threats. “We need to fight the 
High Court recently directed menace of breaking news,” he “It is ironic that camera, technical 
journalists not to report news of insists. “It forces journalists to take equipment and Digital Satellite 
banned organizations. On the undue risks. News Gathering (DSNG) vans are 
other hand, these [banned insured but the cameramen and 
organizations] exert pressure on “Over the last few years, we have reporters using these gadgets are 
local media to give them ‘proper’ helped 25 journalists who were not. It speaks for the owners’ 
coverage.” under threat, to relocate to safer interest in the protection of their 

places for a period of about two workers.
Safdar Hayat Dawar, President, months.”
Tribal Union of Journalists, says “The journalists should never 
that journalism has become too He also stresses on the need for report in conflict zones without 
tough a profession over the years. unity among ranks of journalists in having taken proper safety 
“Journalists are the sole means of tackling the problem. “We lack it measures, though a lot of them 
information in many parts of badly. Believe me, in the Saleem don’t even care about these 
troubled tribal areas of Pakistan Shahzad case, the journalist things,” says Pervaiz Shaukat.
but many of them have left the community wasn’t forthcoming in 
profession because of security helping the commission Originally published in The News 
threats. The ground realities have established to probe the murder.” on Sunday on 9th December 2012
also changed in tribal areas as war 
lords and other stakeholders We are ready to sit with the 
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Internal threats – and the impact on journalists Pakistan Journalist Safety Fund

Categories of Assistance
* Death (murder / killing / 

terrorism victim)
* Kidnapping/abduction
* Detention / Arrest (by state 

authorities)
* Assault/injury/physical harm
* Censorship/ban/gag order
* Displacement (from 

hometown due to conflict)
* Threat (verbal/written)
* Legal notice 
* Others

Nature of Assistance 
Provided
* Legal aid for family
* Trauma counseling for family
* Financial aid for family
* Relocation
* Medical aid
* Other 

Pakistan Journalism Safety Fund is a humble initiative to provide basic 
financial & legal support to journalists under duress. The fund works under 
collaboration between Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists and Intermedia 
Pakistan with financial support from International Media Support.
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Looking at the perspectives of journalist leaders and human rights defenders one can conclude that while 
having a special law for journalists might be one of the options but till we get there, the investigations and 
prosecution has to be done within the mainstream legal system. As Kamran Arif puts it, “We need to 
strengthen and make functional what is already there through resource allocation and determination of 
government to solve these cases.”

Originally published in The News on Sunday on 9th December 2012
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Legal recourse for journalists and more
By Asad Baig

Since 2000, over 80 journalists in Pakistan have been killed, hundreds threatened, harassed, intimidated, 
abducted and attacked. Most of the cases go unregistered, and investigations for those that can even boast 
the basic FIR, are endlessly and sometimes deliberately delayed and perpetrators roam free. So, what is the 
reason behind the lack of legal follow-up of journalist murders?

“In case of a journalist’s killing, unless the family comes and charges a particular person, our criminal justice 
system completely fails. If the family of a victim nominates an accused, there is a chance of some 
investigations but otherwise none,” says Kamran Arif, a prominent lawyer and co-chair of Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). 

Journalist unions express similar helplessness. Amin Yousuf, General Secretary, Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalists (PFUJ) says, “It’s impossible to get legal support in cases of threats and killing of journalists. 
Investigation and prosecution aside, not even an FIR has been registered in some cases. We have no legal 
protection at all. We have no resources to pursue the cases of slain journalists in the courts.”

Activists working on journalist safety issues have often lamented the lack of a supporting legal framework 
that allows journalists’ murders to be properly investigated. PFUJ also holds the same position: “We have no 
legal resources to pursue the cases of slain journalists in courts. What we need is a network of trained 
lawyers to help us reopen investigations and cope with regular proceedings.”

Saif-ul-Islam Saifi, President, Peshawar Press Club, deals with the reality of threats to journalists on daily 
basis. His province Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa is notorious for journalists being targeted. According to Saifi, “The 
current legal mechanisms and laws are not effective. The situation will not improve unless special measures 
are taken. There is a need for legislation for journalists’ safety without the usual complexities of current laws 
and the draft bill has to be prepared with all stakeholders on board.”

A special law to protect free journalism is not a new concept. Multiple high-risk countries have experimented 
with different models of designating a special prosecutor for journalist killings. Among the most recent 
examples is Mexico. A high risk region for journalists, Mexico, has recently federalised crimes against 
journalists and introduced laws to protect journalists/human rights defenders and a Special Prosecutor’s 
Office for Crimes against Free Expression (FEADLE). But while the Mexican government has been swift in 
introducing new mechanisms, international watchdogs have termed them ‘inadequate and ineffective’.

Can a similar model work in Pakistan? Kamran Arif of HRCP remains sceptical. “Prosecutors in our scheme of 
things don’t make a lot of difference; it’s the investigation which has to be almost completely in the hands of 
police. Part of the problem is a lack of will, but it’s also their lack of ability to investigate. The government has 
to be serious about it. There might be special investigators for killings but a special prosecutor might not be 
that effective,” he explains.

The futility of special measures for investigation and prosecution in the current set-up in Pakistan has been 
highlighted in the past. Hayat Ullah case is one example. “A high-level commission was formed to investigate 
his killing but its report, even after some years of its completion, has not been made public yet,” says Saifi.

The constitution of a special investigative commission to investigate the more recent Saleem Shahzad’s 
murder was touted as a giant step forward. However, the report did not go beyond hinting at a possible 
involvement of intelligence agencies but did not charge anyone in particular. Interior Minister Rehman Malik 
has often made public promises to the media to investigate journalists’ killings but has yet to deliver. It would 
appear that rather than a lack of legal procedures to conduct the investigation, it is a lack of political will that 
is creating a hindrance in a legal follow-up of threats to journalists.

Safdar Dawar, President, Tribal Union of Journalists, expresses concerns about the government’s commitment 
towards the cause. “In FATA, all governance systems are weak except for state agencies. It’s not in the interest 
of the government to investigate cases of targeting journalists, for they will prove either the incompetence of 
security forces or the involvement of agencies themselves,” he says.

By Sadaf Baig The News reporter Umar Cheema also started asking a lot of 
was kidnapped and tortured, he questions. And, if a bomb is found 

On November 25, 2012, one of faced a similar public reaction. at a newspaper or a TV office that 
Pakistan’s best known journalists When Saleem Shahzad was hasn’t exploded, people react with 
Hamid Mir escaped an murdered, there were dark disbelief. They see it with suspicion 
assassination attempt when an IED rumours of him ‘having crossed the and are not convinced that the 
(improvised explosive device) line’ thus ‘asking’ for a violent end. threat was real.”
rigged to his car was discovered Judging by the public reaction in 
and defused. The next day, Tehrik- most high profile journalist murders One of the reasons for this disbelief 
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed and attacks, it appears that blaming in the reality of threats to media 
responsibility for planting the the victim is still the name of the may be the prevailing impunity. 
explosive and vowed to make game in Pakistan. Despite the killing of 83 journalists, 
another attempt to kill him. In a not a single criminal has been 
country where over 80 journalists Senior journalist Absar Alam links prosecuted and punished. In such 
have been killed since 2000, the the tendency to doubt the threats circumstances, the public is drawn 
threat to Mir couldn’t get any more to journalists to the culture of to fantastical explanations to satisfy 
real. However, the public reaction conspiracy theories. “As a society their curiosity.
to this life attempt was suspicion at we have started believing in 
best. conspiracy theories. Take any issue, Says Absar Alam: “If the criminals 

not only the issue of threats to who have killed the journalists are 
Ali Imran, a cab driver in Islamabad, journalists; talk about the attack on caught, then people will also know 
laughed outright when asked about Malala, people think this is a this was not a drama. It was real. 
the incident. “Bas mashoor honay drama. Talk about killing bin Laden And somebody was behind it. That 
kay liye tamasha hai,” he said, — people say the same things. So, is why enforcing the law and 
adding “everyone knows it is a whatever happens in Pakistan, ensuring an end to impunity is 
drama; the so-called bomb was a people think it is a conspiracy.” more important in our case.”
trick to make people realise how 
important he is.” The tendency for widespread If Alam’s argument holds, it is also a 

disbelief even when explosives threat to the credibility of the 
On social media, the public reaction have been found on a prominent media. Worse, it encourages more 
to the news also reflected less than journalist’s car raise serious attacks against the media and a rise 
acceptance at face value. Dozens of concerns about the credibility of in impunity. Unless the state starts 
netizens raised questions about the media. Some believe that multiple investigating the ghastly killings of 
attempt on his life. Yet others on exposes and scandals of some journalists many are likely to 
the fringes linked him to RAW and prominent media personalities continue dismissing the threats to 
CIA or accused him of “working have discredited the media further. journalists’ life as “drama”, failing to 
against national interest.” While acknowledge that an attack on 
there were many expressing Saleem Shahid, the former journalists is not just an attack on 
solidarity with Mir, just as many President of Balochistan Union of media but an attack on the 
were adamant that the attempt Journalists, says that people in society’s fundamental right to 
was never real. Balochistan are now getting more freedom of expression.

curious about how the journalists 
Hamid Mir is not the first journalist operate. “When a journalist dies in Originally published in The News on 
to have faced such public reaction Balochistan, the public offers Sunday on 9th December 2012
after a life threat. In 2010, when sympathy, but now the people have 

Attacks on journalists – and conspiracy theories
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UN Action Plan for journalists in Pakistan

By Phyza Jameel

The Committee to Protect Journalists in 2012 named 12 countries — including Pakistan, Iraq, Russia, the 
Philippines, Afghanistan and Mexico — in its annual “impunity index” because they allow deadly violence 
against the press to go unpunished, calling for a global agenda to shape up around the growing concern of 
nations around the globe to address this problem collectively.

A pressing need has emerged for the United Nations to develop a single, strategic and harmonised approach in 
order to have a greater impact on this issue recognising that the killing of journalists impacts the UN system 
and hampers its efforts made towards development and human rights. In recognition of this background, on 
April 13, 2012, the UN Chief Executives Board endorsed the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and 
the Issue of Impunity, with the objective of “working towards the creation of a free and safe environment for 
journalists and media workers in both conflict and non-conflict situations, with a view to strengthening peace, 
democracy and development worldwide.” Pakistan is one of the five pilot countries where this Plan will be 
implemented. 

UNESCO as the specialised UN agency mandated to promote freedom of expression at large initiated the 
process of UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity in 2010 when the 
Intergovernmental Council of the International Program for the Development of Communication (IPDC) 
requested Director-General UNESCO to consult with member states on the feasibility of convening an inter-
agency meeting of all the relevant UN agencies.

Consequently, the first UN Inter-Agency Meeting on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity took 
place in Paris in September 2011. Representatives of UN agencies, programmes and funds as well as 
international and regional institutions, professional organisations, NGOs and member states met and drafted 
an Action Plan to improve the safety of journalists and combat impunity, providing recommendations to the 
UN family on the draft Plan.

The measures in the UN Plan include, among others, establishing a coordinated inter-agency mechanism to 
handle issues related to the safety of journalists as well as involving other intergovernmental organisations at 
international and regional levels to encourage the incorporation of media development programmes focusing 
on journalists’ safety within their respective strategies.

The Plan also foresees the extension of work already conducted by UNESCO to prevent crimes against media 
workers. This includes assisting countries to develop legislation and mechanisms favourable to freedom of 
expression and information and by supporting their efforts to implement existing international rules and 
principles.

Pakistan due to its credentials is one of the pilot countries for the forthcoming implementation of strategy to 
combat the issues of impunity against journalists. On November 5, 2012, the Islamabad Declaration on Safety 
of Journalists was adopted by members of parliament, Human Rights Commission, media workers, journalists 
and Press Clubs from all over the country, with special representation from areas of conflict, to demand 
collective and coordinated action from all stakeholders to stop the killing and harassment of journalists and 
end impunity.

Based on the adopted declaration, a Pakistan specific draft implementation strategy was proposed at the 
second UN Inter-Agency meeting held in November 2012 in Vienna, identifying the roles and responsibilities of 
stakeholders. The purpose of the meeting was to formulate a concrete UN Implementation Strategy on the 
Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity for 2013-2014. This means putting in place a framework of 
actions to be taken during the next two years in Pakistan.

The upcoming UN Action Plan for Pakistan seeks to promote a collaborative approach to protecting journalists 
as a common value and shared ownership among policymakers, media owners, regulatory bodies, press clubs, 
civil society and last but not least journalist’s themselves to practice their right of speech with freedom and 
security.

Originally published in The News on Sunday on 9th December 2012

December 2012December 2012

PAKISTAN JOURNALISTS SAFETY FUND – 
Threat Index & Assistance

NATURE OF THREAT PJSF RESPONSE NATURE OF ASSISTANCE (Proposed)

Death (murder / killing / 
terrorism victim)

Based on assessment by PFUJ -Legal aid for family
-Trauma counseling for family
-Financial aid for family
-Other 

Kidnapping/abduction Based on assessment by PFUJ -Legal aid
-Trauma counseling
-Relocation
-Other

Detention / Arrest 
(by state authorities)

Based on assessment by PFUJ -Legal aid
-Trauma counseling / medical aid
-Relocation
-Other

Assault/injury/physical harm Based on assessment by PFUJ -Medical aid / trauma counseling
-Legal aid
-Other

Censorship/ban/gag order Based on assessment by PFUJ -Legal aid
-Other

Displacement (from hometown 
due to conflict)

Based on assessment by PFUJ -Financial aid
-Other

Threat (verbal/written) Based on assessment by PFUJ -Relocation
-Legal aid
-Other

Legal notice Based on assessment by PFUJ -Legal aid
-Other

Other (explain) Based on assessment by PFUJ Based on assessment by PFUJ

PJSF FUND Ph: PFUJ: 051-287-0220 
Intermedia (Mohsin Saleem): 0307 8888615
Email: safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk, mohsin@intermedia.pk 

If you are a journalist facing a threat, you can visiting this webpage  - 
contact us on: http://journalistsafety.org/report-a-threat/

If you report the threat online, we will call you for PFUJ: 051-287-0220 
further details, especially if you are in the need of Intermedia: 051-260-4205 
assistance.

Or write to us at
You can also apply for assistance by downloading safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk or 
the application form here - outreach@intermedia.pk
http://journalistsafety.org/2012/08/30/assistance-
application/You can also report the threat to us online by 

Contacts to Remember!
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Intermedia and PFUJ conduct safety trainings for 
journalists in Sindh and Balochistan

Intermedia and PFUJ joined 
hands to conduct multiple safety 
trainings for journalists from 
Balochistan and Sindh. In 
December 2012, a total of five 2-
day workshops were conducted 
in Sindh and Balochistan. 
The first workshop was 
conducted on December 4-5, 
2012 in Loralai (Balochistan) 
following by the second 
workshop on December 6-7, 
2012 in Noshki (Balochistan). 
Another workshop was 
conducted on December 8-9, 
2012 in Quetta (Balochistan), 
December 13-14, 2012 in Makran presentations, the participants The participating journalists were 
(Balochistan) and December 11- were sensitized to be impartial in of the view that such trainings 
12, 2012 in Karachi (Sindh). The conflict zones and to avoid need to be conducted on regular 
workshops were conducted by unnecessary coverage for the basis. Journalists from 
local master trainers in exclusive footage. Balochistan said that the 
journalism (trained under a province is faced with the threat 
Training of Trainers program by They also learnt how to be of religious radicalization, 
Intermedia) including Ali Shah equipped and what measures nationalist insurgency, growing 
and Hammad Rind from they should take to minimize risk sectarianism and tribal disputes. 
Balochistan and Sheher Bano to their lives while reporting on Journalists in far-flung areas have 
(Sindh) with Master Trainer Tahir conflicting parties. There was a no training to report such 
Rathore of PFUJ. debate on ethics, and journalists sensitive issues and must be 

learnt the basic techniques to sensitized that no story is 
At the beginning of each of the keep their stories balance and important than their lives. The 
trainings, the participants impartial. The participants were training mechanism has to be 
specified through various also trained to avoid the agents more simple and practical, they 
incidents the threats that they of various non-state actors said. 
have faced as journalists. working in their respective media 
Through different exercises and houses. They stressed that there is a need 

to hold workshop for capacity 
building especially for the 
districts correspondents who are 
not full time journalists, but are 
contributors to national and 
international media houses. 
Journalists also called for 
continuous support from Quetta 
Press Club and Baluchistan Union 
of Journalists and PFUJ.  There 
also was a demand for in-house 
(within respective media houses) 
training with short curriculum of 
a few hours.

Trainers accompanied by participants of Safety training in Karachi

Balochistan participants of safety training prepare for group work

December 2012December 2012

Intermedia facilitates a dialogue with editors and 
bureau chiefs on safety issues in Quetta 

Quetta: December 10, 2012: Intermedia facilitated a day long interaction with editors and bureau chiefs 
in Quetta, Balochistan on the issue of threats to journalists and improving their safety. The event was 
organized with a view to coordinate with the responsible of the national and local dailies and the private 
TV channels, so that they should understand the problems being faced their reporters and 
correspondents in far flung areas, to protect their lives. 

The event also provided an opportunity to learn more for the safety of all those working in the desks of 
the media houses. Almost all the editors and BCs attended the consultation, organized at the Quetta 
Press Club. A five-hour consultation produced the following Declaration on whom all the participants 
were agreed. 

The following 10 points were adopted:

1. Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) should hold its emergent Federal Executive Committee 
meeting in Quetta, to give a strong message of solidarity with the beleaguered journalists in the 
province. 

2. The newspapers and TV owners must also be taken onboard by PFUJ, for the security and safety of 
the journalists, and for this purpose the All Pakistan Newspaper Society, Pakistan Broadcasters 
Association, Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors and other media associations must be contacted. 

3. Special workshops for the sub-editors, bureau chiefs (newspapers and TV channels), cameramen and 
photographers on safety and security should be arranged. 

4. Special workshops on promoting the culture of tolerance for all the journalists should be arranged.

5. Unity among the rank and file of the regional and national newspapers and TV channels in the 
scenario of the province for boycott of coverage of all those actors who threaten journalists. 

6. Capacity building related workshops should be held for the journalists in Balochistan who are usually 
neglected by media development organizations. 

7. Chief Justice of Pakistan should be contacted by the PFUJ, and must be briefed over the situation of 
the journalists in the province in the backdrop of the Balochistan High Court order in which 
journalists are directed to avoid reporting about militants who then threaten journalists if they don’t 
report. 

8. The military authorities should also be contacted by the PFUJ to reduce undue pressure by the 
security agencies. 

9. IFJ through PFUJ could also write an open letter in the name of the media house owners to provide 
security to the staffers in the offices (like security guards). 

10. Coordination should be improved between desk and field teams in media organizations 
(newspapers, TV channels and radio stations) as well as with correspondents and contributors on 
the issue of safety and security.
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Intermedia workshop for leaders of regional 
journalists unions on documenting and reporting 
threats and attacks against media and journalists 
Intermedia workshop for leaders 
of regional journalists unions on 
documenting and reporting 
threats and attacks against media 
and journalists 

Office holders from journalist 
unions all over Pakistan agreed to 
establish mechanisms to monitor 
violations against media and 
journalist rights after a daylong 
orientation in Islamabad on Dec 
31, 2012.

The orientation conducted by 
Intermedia meant to facilitate The participants were trained in monitor, discuss the differing 
journalist unions to establish establishing monitoring reasons for monitoring and the 
structures and processes whereby mechanisms for journalists safety outcomes, discuss the qualities 
media violations are reported and and reporting violations, writing and skills of a good monitor and 
responded to adequately and in effective alerts and reaching out build the skills of the participants 
timely manner. to media support organizations to effectively monitor media 

and rights groups to effect rights violations. This included 
Thirteen office holders from adequate response to cases of highlighting the importance of 
Pakistan Federal Union of media violations. gathering accurate information, 
Journalists (PFUJ), Rawalpindi interviewing techniques, the right 
Islamabad Union of Journalists The sessions were designed to questions to ask and how to file a 
(RIUJ), Punjab Union of Journalists create among participants report. 
(PUJ), Karachi Union of Journalists awareness of rights of journalists 
(KUJ), Khyber Union of Journalists and what constitutes violations of The orientation concluded with 
(KHUJ), Balochistan Union of press freedom. Presentations and identification of union members 
Journalists (BUJ) and Tribal Union exercises helped build an who would monitor cases of 
of Journalist (TUJ) from the understanding of how to go about media rights violations and report 
Federally Administered Tribal combating these violations. it. The areas identified for 
Areas (FATA) received orientation possible monitoring were threats, 
in journalists’ rights enshrined in To develop a shared intimidation, detention, murder, 
Pakistan’s Constitution, understanding of media rights censorship and assault among 
international conventions and monitoring and reporting - why others. 
humanitarian obligations Pakistan monitor and report violations and 
is a signatory to. the qualities and skills of a good The monitoring and alerts would 

monitor – another session help Intermedia to publish them 
underlined the importance of periodically in a media threats 
putting in place effective monitor to reflect the situation of 
monitoring mechanisms in place media freedoms and violations for 
in districts where unions are possible support and response 
based.  from authorities, civil society 

organizations and human rights 
The orientation helped groups. 
participants identify the need to 

December 2012December 2012

Senators blast media for exposing 
tax-dodging MPs

By Mumtaz Alvi and Tahir Khalil 

ISLAMABAD: The Senate in 
December expressed outrage 
over the report on legislators 
who are alleged tax-dodgers and 
termed it a calculated bid to 
malign the politicians.
 
Sabir Ali Baloch, who chaired the 
proceedings, referred the matter 
to the House standing committee 
on finance and summoned the 
FBR chairman for sharing secret 
data with the media, as the 
treasury and opposition their income and tax details  ANP Senator Afrasiab Khattak 
legislators joined hands against before the nation. They took pointed out the media in the 
the ‘irresponsible media’. strong exception to the use of West was free but at the same 

the term ‘tax thieves’ for time there were strong laws of 
There were also calls for a code honourable lawmakers in some defamation and damages to deal 
of conduct for the media and media presentations. with unfounded and untrue 
framing laws of defamation and  media reports. He said the media 
damages. The chair called the Leader of the Opposition Ishaq was free in Pakistan but the 
media report on legislators highly Dar asserted that someone was related laws were very weak. He 
irresponsible and said the House projecting this on payment and charged that parliament had 
committee should summon the wondered how the secret failed to enact media laws for 
irresponsible elements and information was leaked. He asked trial and punishment to those 
initiate action against them. The the FBR chairman to take notice who resorted to distortion of 
senators set aside their political of the issue. The senator facts.
rivalries and took on the media questioned how the FBR could  
for an hour. share his information with He claimed majority of working 
 someone without his permission. journalists themselves were 
There were demands from the He added the sentiments victims of exploitation by the 
lawmakers that the media should expressed from the members on media houses, who worked in 
also now apologise for defaming both sides of the divide were concentration camps. He called 
them, as much as they had genuine. for summoning such media 
flashed the misleading  houses before the House finance 
information about them. They PPP’s Aitzaz Ahsan also wanted committee. Those who spoke on 
questioned why the media had to know which media groups the subject including Kulsoom 
chosen politicians for projecting were yet to pay their sales and Parveen, Saeed Ghani and Haji 
them as tax evaders. other taxes and insisted they Muhammad Adeel.
 should be summoned. He 
Initially, the issue was raised by proposed the formation of a As reported by The News on 14 
JUI-F Senator Ghulam Ali, which House panel on this count. The December 2012
led to a heated debate in the senators welcomed his 
House. Senators called on the suggestion with the thumping of 
media houses to also present desks.
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legislators joined hands against before the nation. They took pointed out the media in the 
the ‘irresponsible media’. strong exception to the use of West was free but at the same 

the term ‘tax thieves’ for time there were strong laws of 
There were also calls for a code honourable lawmakers in some defamation and damages to deal 
of conduct for the media and media presentations. with unfounded and untrue 
framing laws of defamation and  media reports. He said the media 
damages. The chair called the Leader of the Opposition Ishaq was free in Pakistan but the 
media report on legislators highly Dar asserted that someone was related laws were very weak. He 
irresponsible and said the House projecting this on payment and charged that parliament had 
committee should summon the wondered how the secret failed to enact media laws for 
irresponsible elements and information was leaked. He asked trial and punishment to those 
initiate action against them. The the FBR chairman to take notice who resorted to distortion of 
senators set aside their political of the issue. The senator facts.
rivalries and took on the media questioned how the FBR could  
for an hour. share his information with He claimed majority of working 
 someone without his permission. journalists themselves were 
There were demands from the He added the sentiments victims of exploitation by the 
lawmakers that the media should expressed from the members on media houses, who worked in 
also now apologise for defaming both sides of the divide were concentration camps. He called 
them, as much as they had genuine. for summoning such media 
flashed the misleading  houses before the House finance 
information about them. They PPP’s Aitzaz Ahsan also wanted committee. Those who spoke on 
questioned why the media had to know which media groups the subject including Kulsoom 
chosen politicians for projecting were yet to pay their sales and Parveen, Saeed Ghani and Haji 
them as tax evaders. other taxes and insisted they Muhammad Adeel.
 should be summoned. He 
Initially, the issue was raised by proposed the formation of a As reported by The News on 14 
JUI-F Senator Ghulam Ali, which House panel on this count. The December 2012
led to a heated debate in the senators welcomed his 
House. Senators called on the suggestion with the thumping of 
media houses to also present desks.
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This report is prepared by 
Intermedia Pakistan with support 
from Foundation Open Society 
Pakistan and International Media 
Support. For detailed updates on 
journalist safety issues in Pakistan, 
please visit our special website 
journalistsafety.org

If you are a journalist under threat 
please contact us on 
outreach@intermedia.pk or report 
the threat at 
http://journalistsafety.org/report-
a-threat/

Media Threats Bulletin is a 
monthly publication, compiling 
key news items about threats to 
media in Pakistan. The bulletin 
can be accessed at 
journnalistsafety.org If you would 
like to receive the monitor and 
regular updates on journalist 
safety issues in Pakistan, follow 
our website or email us at 
outreach@Intremedia.pk for 
subscription.
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In December 2012, physical and security threats to journalists were 
most widely reported and 73% of the total published articles and news 
pieces on media focused on Physical and Security threats to journalists, 
24% focused on FOE (freedom of expression) and 3% were about 
media ethics. 
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In December 2012, thankfully there were no journalist casualties. 
Multiple articles were published on the year end detailing the state of 
media in 2012. 

Sub Categories of reported security threats

The News, Jang and Dawn published the highest number of news 
stories in October and November 2012, on issued related to media. 


