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ONDON: Journalists in Pakistan are under “serious threat” 
from state security forces, some political parties and religious Lmilitant groups, Amnesty International has said.

 
At the launch of its 2013 annual report at its London headquarters in 
May 2013, the human rights organisation’s Secretary General Shalil 
Shetty gave example of senior Geo TV and Jang Group journalist 
Hamid Mir, who escaped an assassination attempt in November 
when a bomb under his car failed to detonate. Quoting the annual 
report, Shetty said that the Pakistani Taliban had claimed 
responsibility for the attempt.
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 The AI report says that several keeping the powerful “As elected representatives of the 
journalists claimed to have been accountable. Unfortunately, people of Pakistan, politicians 
threatened for reporting on the some members of political have a responsibility to 
military, political parties or parties feel they have a licence to demonstrate respect for human 
armed groups, but the use violence to influence the rights and the rule of law. Any 
authorities failed to bring the media. Threats to and attacks on individual or group implicated in 
perpetrators to justice. journalists are a human rights abuses must immediately be 
 abuse without any justification,” investigated by the authorities, 
Speaking to The News, AI’s said Mustafa, without naming a and, where admissible, evidence 
Pakistan researcher Mustafa political party. is available, alleged perpetrators 
Qadri said that his organisation  of these abuses must be brought 
has received credible reports of  to justice in fair trials regardless 
threats to and attacks on He said that the people of of their rank, status or party 
journalists because of their Pakistan showed tremendous affiliations,” he demanded.
coverage of the elections and courage by coming out to vote in  
alleged vote-rigging by some record numbers and braving the The report says that religious 
political parties. risk of attacks by the Taliban and minorities suffered persecution 

other armed groups. and attacks in 2012, with 
“Pakistan has a very poor record  targeted killings by armed groups 
in protecting journalists from He said that it was unfortunate and religious leaders inciting 
attacks and as far as we’re aware that members of the Awami violence against them.  The 
no one has been prosecuted for National Party (ANP), Muttahida report lauded that in a landmark 
killing a journalist since the case Qaumi Movement (MQM) and decision on September23, the 
of Daniel Pearl in 2002. Failure to Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Supreme Court ruled that 
address these attacks sends a who faced the brunt of attacks by members of the transgender 
signal that the perpetrators—be the Taliban attacks, have also community are entitled to the 
they political parties or other been implicated in attacks on same rights under the Pakistan 
groups - can literally get away journalists, agreements seeking Constitution as other citizens.
with murder. It obviously has a to prevent women from voting in 
profound impact on freedom of some electorates, or incitement As reported by The News
expression in Pakistan because against supporters of other 
the media plays a critical role in political parties. 
informing the people and 

2 May 2013May 2013Media Threats Bulletin Media Threats Bulletin        3

UNESCO marked World Press of Action on The Safety of by journalists. 
Freedom Day, 2-4 May 2013 in Journalists and the Issue of 
San Jose, Costa Rica, with a Impunity, and to engage in inter- UNESCO was also called upon to 
conference on the Safety of state co-operation on these sensitize governments to the 
Journalists and the Issue of issues. importance of freedom of 
Impunity. The participants called expression and against threats 
on "States to promote a safe and Regional Intergovernmental that  impunity for crimes against 
enabling environment for Organisations were called on to media ,to support the principle of 
journalists to perform their work publicly endorse the goals of the Internet universality, understood 
independently and without UN Plan of Action on the Safety as meaning an open, accessible, 
undue interference" and made of Journalists and the Issue of free  and rights-based Internet 
specific calls on related Impunity and undertake actions nurtured in multi-stakeholder 
stakeholders. in support of the Implementation environment, as a precondition 

Strategy of the Plan. Pakistan is for free  expression online and to 
A call was issued to UNESCO one of five countries designated ensure that the inclusion of press 
member states to  create a safe by the UN as pilot countries for freedom, safety of journalists, 
legal and institutional implementation of the Plan.  the issue of impunity and  safety 
environment for journalists to on-line are integrated in the 
report, and to put in place  Journalists, professional and international development 
measures to safeguard those support associations, media agenda, especially for the post 
who are likely to be targeted for outlets, internet  intermediaries 2015  Development Agenda; and 
their work; and t speak out and social media practitioners to facilitate discussion and a 
strongly against all acts of were also encouraged to engage coordinated approach on these 
violence in which journalists are with the UN Action Plan, to matters  among UN agencies and 
victims. The states were also enhance cooperation with each other relevant stakeholders.
called on to support other and to ensure widespread 
implementation of the UN Plan awareness on the dangers faced 

World Press Freedom Day marked in San Jose, 
Costa at UNESCO Conference - Participants 
commit to stand for journalist safety and 
freedom of Expression 
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IN BRIEF 
PESHAWAR: The police allegedly manhandled a local journalist in the limits of Sharqi 
Police Station in Peshawar on May 30, 2013. The victim Ameer Muavia, reporter for a 
news agency was passing through a checkpoint near Suri Pul when the cops stopped him 
and started interrogation. “I showed them my press card to let me go, but they refused 
and started thrashing me with their gun buts,” he claimed. He said he also lost Rs12,700 
cash during the incident. – via The News

Image Credit - IPI
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IN BRIEF 

HYDERABAD: Armed activists of the Pakistan People’s Party allegedly roughed up and 
injured Hyderabad bureau chief of daily Awami Awaz Imtiaz Chandio and his brother Irshad 
Chandio on May 12th, 2013. Imtiaz Chandio and his brother were covering a sit in 
organized by the PPP against alleged rigging by MQM for NA 219. PPP activists stopped 
them from covering the protest, used harsh language and beat them up. He said they were 
held hostage for one hour and allowed to leave the place after some photographers and 
cameramen intervened via Dawn
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If you are a journalist facing a threat, http://journalistsafety.org/report-a-
you can contact us on: threat/

If you report the threat online, we will PFUJ: 051-287-0220 
call you for further details, especially if Intermedia: 051-260-4205 
you are in the need of assistance.

Or write to us at
You can also apply for assistance by 

safetyfund@intermedia.org.pk or 
downloading the application form here 

outreach@intermedia.pk
- http://journalistsafety.org/2012/08/ 
30/assistance-application/

You can also report the threat to us 
online by visiting this webpage  - 

Contacts to Remember!

May 3, 2013: Unpunished, deadly Somalia, where 12 journalists violence provides a pivotal 
violence continues to plague the were murdered in 2012 alone opportunity for governments to 
press globally and has notably despite relative calm in take decisive steps to deliver 
increased in Nigeria, according to Mogadishu. Deteriorating justice.”
the 2013 Impunity Index, the security accompanied by a lack of  
Committee to Protect Journalists’ justice was also seen in Pakistan, A decade after the U.S.-led 
annual ranking of countries where authorities have failed to invasion, Iraq remains the worst 
where journalists are murdered prosecute a single suspect in the nation on CPJ’s index, with more 
regularly and their killers go free. 23 journalist murders over the than 90 unresolved murders. CPJ 
 past decade. In Brazil, where found that journalist murders 
“In countries where authorities provincial reporters have proved slowed there, as well as in Sri 
fail to deliver justice in the killing especially vulnerable, the Lanka, Mexico, and Afghanistan, 
of journalists, the result is more impunity rating has risen despite but there are few successful 
killings, while journalists try to the government’s stated prosecutions in any of these 
survive by exercising self- commitment to justice. countries. Colombia has had 
censorship,” said CPJ Executive  modest success in solving 
Director Joel Simon. “Nigeria’s Ten countries have appeared on murders. Alarmingly, government 
entry on the index suggests that the index every year since it was and military officials are 
violence is beginning to limit launched in 2008, highlighting considered the leading suspects 
coverage of crucial issues, posing the challenge of reversing in 26 percent of murder cases on 
a grave threat to the country’s entrenched impunity. In Pakistan the index. 
democracy. The government and the Philippines combined, at  
must exert the necessary political least nine witnesses and people The index calculates unsolved 
will to solve these crimes.” connected to journalist murder journalist murders as a 
 investigations have been killed or percentage of each country's 
Nigeria appears on the died in suspicious circumstances population. It covers the period 
index—published to mark World in the past 10 years, CPJ research January 1, 2003 through 
Press Freedom Day on May shows. December 31, 2012. Only nations 
3—for the first time. With five  with five or more unsolved cases 
unsolved murders since 2009, “Governments that are are listed.
Nigeria ranks 11th of the 12 committed to solving these cases 
worst countries for impunity, must guarantee witness CPJ Press Release 
Nigeria is one of two African protection,” Simon said. “A UN 
countries on the list. The other is plan to combat deadly anti-press 

Impunity in journalists’ killings – including 
Pakistan – muzzles press: CPJ

Pakistan Journalist Safety Fund
Pakistan Journalism Safety Fund (PJSF) is an initiative to provide basic financial & legal support to 
journalists under duress. The fund works under collaboration between Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalists and Intermedia Pakistan with financial support from International Media Support.

Categories of Assistance

* Death (murder / killing / terrorism victim)

* Kidnapping/abduction

* Detention / Arrest (by state authorities)

* Assault/injury/physical harm

* Censorship/ban/gag order

* Displacement (from hometown due to conflict)

* Threat (verbal/written)

* Legal notice 

* Others

Nature of Assistance Provided

* Legal aid for family

* Trauma counseling for family

* Financial aid for family

* Relocation

* Medical aid

* Other 
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QUETTA, May 2013: A formal terrorists by publishing an that often accuse them of failing 
complaint was issued against 7 organization’s press release, even to cover their activities and 
newspapers in Balochistan for when it is an illegal organization, statements, and of authorities 
publishing a communiqué by the is unacceptable,” Reporters that harass those that refuse to 
outlawed militant group Lashkar- Without Borders said. limit themselves to quoting 
e-Jhangvi. French journalist official statements and just 
safety group, RSF – Reporters “By reporting Lashkar-e-Jhangvi’s covering the activities of the 
Without Borders – released a demands, the media were just security forces.
copy of the FIR against these doing their job, which is to cover 
papers and condemned the the news, and they cannot be “The public needs to be informed 
decision. accused of complicity or about the activities and views of 

participation in the group’s all parties to a conflict, even if 
“No one can dispute the right to activities. some of the comments reported 
file a complaint against a by the media are made by those 
newspaper, but accusing a news “Balochistan’s media are the who are violently opposed to 
outlet of providing a platform to hostages both of armed groups freedom. We urge the authorities 

Seven newspapers investigated for printing 
militants’ press release

May 2013 May 2013
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Pakistani journalists remember fallen comrades on 
World Press Freedom Day

Image Credit - The Nation, NNI

Pakistani journalists are paying a Independent News Pakistan were are also celebrating the World 
heavy price for having the critically injured. Malik Mumtaz Press Freedom Day today. 
freedom to express in the got killed in Miran Shah in 
country as five of them have February 27 while performing his The tradition was put in practice 
already been killed in 2013 while duty for the Geo TV and the New in 1993 and since then the World 
performing their duties. On International. Press Freedom Day is being 
January 10, several bombings celebrated on this day across the 
took place in Quetta and Swat The fifth journalist who paid the globe. United Nations 
that left 130 people dead and price for the freedom of Educational, Scientific and 
270 injured. expression was Mehmood Jan Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Afridi. While working for the selected the theme for this year 
Three journalists were killed Daily Intikhab, Afridi was killed in “Safe to speak: Securing freedom 
while two were seriously injured Kalat on March 1. Senior of express in all media” with the 
in these attacks. Those killed, journalist Aslam Durrani (55) got aim of highlighting the need for 
Imran Sheikh and Saifur Rehman killed in a rally of the Awami safety of journalists fighting 
were from Samaa TV and Iqbal National Party on April 16. impunity for crimes against 
Hussain was working for News Durrani was the news editor for freedom of expression. But in 
Network International (NNI). the Daily Pakistan. While facing Pakistan violations against 
Jameel Ahmed from Samaa TV the conundrum of terrorism and freedom of expression are done 
and Mohammad Hassan from extremist, Pakistani journalists with impunity without the 

Safeguarding freedom of expression takes 
toll on journalists’ lives

to take no action in response to “We don’t carry LeJ’s statements Balochistan’s media are trapped 
this complaint and to focus their out of our love for this between the security forces and 
efforts on protecting journalists.” organization,” a Quetta-based Islamist and armed separatist 

newspaper editor told Reporters groups, both of which are 
The seven newspapers named in Without Borders on condition of classified by Reporters Without 
the 15 May complaint are Jang, anonymity. “LeJ would have Borders as “Predators of Press 
Mashriq, Intikhab, Express, targeted us if we had declined to Freedom.”
Qudrat, Bakhabar and Zamana. It publish its statement. The 
accuses them and their editors of government should first restore A total of four journalists have 
publishing “illegal information” its authority in Quetta by been killed in Balochistan since 
and spreading fear among the eliminating terrorist the start of the year. Three – 
population. Some of the charges organizations like LeJ and once Imran Shaikh, Saifur Rehman and 
are covered by Pakistan’s anti- we have confidence in the Mohammad Iqbal – were killed in 
terrorism legislation. security situation, we will stop a double bombing targeting the 

carrying their statements.” Shiite community in Quetta on 10 
In the offending communiqué, January. The fourth, Mehmood 
which the newspapers printed Proceedings were initiated Ahmed Afridi, was gunned down 
the previous day, Lashkar-e- against Mashriq, Express, in Karat on 1 March in a killing 
Jhangvi claimed responsibility for Intikhab and Jang before a claimed by the Balochistan 
a suicide bombing that killed six Balochistan court on 12 April for Liberation Army.
people but missed its target, the publishing press releases put out 
head of Balochistan’s police. The by the Balochistan Liberation Balochistan is on RSF list of the 
group also threatened to Army, a banned separatist group, world’s ten most dangerous 
continue this type of attack if the but the case was dropped after places for journalists.
police continued to investigate its the editors of the four 
activities. newspapers apologized. Released by RSF
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Pakistan: No easy place for journalists
Anti-press violence has gained intensity during the past five years, propelling Pakistan to the spot of the 
eighth most dangerous nation for journalists, according to the Committee to Protect Journalists 2013 report 
based on its updated Impunity Index.

Jarring statistics, fuelled by the recent spate of violence throughout the nation, showed that in 2012 alone, 
Pakistan saw five journalist murders. Furthermore, of the 23 murders that occurred over the past decade, 
not a single suspect was prosecuted. The global index, which picks out the worst countries for unpunished 
and fatal violence against journalists, also found soaring impunity rates in Somalia and Brazil. Iraq, with a 
horrible record for impunity, took the first spot.

Just last year, Pakistan took the 10th spot in the same CPJ report. This year, the country is pegged at the 8th 
worst place for the press, and has been declared more dangerous than Russia, Brazil, Nigeria and India.

According to Myra Imran, an active journalist and convener of the Women Journalists Pakistan group, 
Pakistan today is more dangerous for the press simply because it is more dangerous for everyone. “The law 
and order situation has worsened over all,” she says. “This deterioration of the condition affects everyone, 
not just reporters and media crew.”

Furthermore, Imran expresses skepticism over such international reports. “These reports, which keep 
driving Pakistan down a notch or two each year, are demoralising in nature. They illustrate the worst, even 
though there’s also a lot of good going on,” exclaims the journalist. “We have great investigative reporting 
being done, we have great political participation, fast legislation – especially that related to women’s issues 
– taking shape. However, all this is ignored. Just look at all the women journalists around and the calibre of 
their work.”

The report says that journalists working in Pakistan find themselves hinged upon a dual-faced blade: they 
are targeted by militants and by political and intelligence operatives. “Police and prosecutors face such 
severe political intimidation that they have been rendered incapable of prosecuting the crimes effectively,” 
states the report, adding that the main reason for impunity is the lack of strong political will to prosecute.

However, professionals working within the field also hold media owners accountable. According to them, 
journalists not only have to face threats from militants and security agencies, but also have to deal with 
nerve-wracking pressure from media organizations.

“The situation needs and demands seriousness from all media owners,” says Tasneem Ahmar, head of Uks 
Research Centre, a media advocacy and monitoring organisation. “Generally, what happens is that reporters 
and crew members are sent out into the field, into volatile situations, without proper training and without 
proper guidelines. Pressured to outdo one another, they often end up risking their lives.”

Ahmar stresses upon the need for guidelines and proper training for journalists, similar to the procedures in 
place at international media houses such as the BBC and CNN.

In the same vein, Imran, too, agrees that a collective effort should be made by media group owners and 
journalists from all spectrums. However, she also emphasises upon the government’s role.

“Our institutions are not developed at all. The government needs to step in. This process needs to start, so 
that the press can be more effective, and journalists can be safer,” she says. “Journalists are our public 
opinion makers. Everyone needs to come together and protect them.”

As reported by The Express Tribune

To commemorate the 20th Coordinator Timo Pakkala. Pakistan face great challenges 
anniversary of the World Press such as security threats,” he said.
Freedom Day, a panel of senior With approximately 500 
journalists, experts from the newspapers printed and 80 news According to Senior Journalist 
United Nations and government channels being aired, Additional Hamid Mir, the freedom of media 
representatives advocated Secretary of the Federal Ministry in Pakistan is only confined to big 
responsible journalism and of Information and Broadcasting cities and smaller cities are 
increased press freedom in Muhammad Azam said that the suffering. “Freedom of media is 
Islamabad on May 3, 2013. boom in electronic media in 2002 partial in Pakistan and we fail to 

came as a challenge to Pakistan. inform our viewers and readers 
UN experts believe that the new Complete freedom of press must about it. Journalists in 
government must craft an action come with a sense of Balochistan and Khyber-
plan for the safety of journalists responsibility which is often Pakhtunkhwa cannot speak as 
in Pakistan. “We call on the violated in some cases, he said. freely as us who are sitting in the 
governments of the world to do “The Code of Conduct, drafted capital,” he said.
their utmost for the safety of for channels, is not fully followed By Maha Mussadaq, in The 
journalists,” said UN Resident because of which journalists in Express Tribune

Image Credit: The Express Tribune

government or law enforcement Mukkaram Khan Atif, expression. 
agencies ever taking serious note Muhammad Amir, Tariq Kamal, 
of it. Pakistan was ranked the Jamshed Kharal, Irfan Malik, and Apart from this, the Pakistan 
“most dangerous country” for Murtaza Rizvi. Telecommunication Authority 
journalists in 2009, 2010, and banned Youtube to block access 
2011. Not only are the journalists at to blasphemous content. The 

risk, their families are also at fear measure, however, curtailed 
Security for journalists and their of being targeted due to their people’s freedom to access 
families did not improve much in relation with a journalist. In information. As the theme of this 
2012. Fourteen journalists got October 2012, two sons of the year’s World Press Freedom Day 
killed in the line of duty in 2012. Khuzdar Press Club’ president suggests, the Pakistan 
Those killed include Saqib Khan, were shot dead. Killing, government should take 
Abdul Haq Baloch, Syed Tariq kidnapping, torturing, and measures for the safety of 
Hussain, Rehmatullah Abid, threatening journalists and their journalists and ensure freedom 
Mushtaq Khan, Aslam Raja, families are the common of expression in the country.
Abdul Qadir Hajizai, Razzaq Gul, practices to curb freedom of As reported by Pakistan Today 

Rights Bending: Journalism with responsibility
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Govt seizes Skardu Press Club –
 journalists displaced 

New Media Development Indicators: a framework for 
assessing media development
The Media Development Indicators define a framework within which the media can best contribute to, and 
benefit from, good governance and democratic development. The MDIs look at all aspects of the media 
environment and are structured around the five following categories:

1. A system of regulation conducive to freedom of expression, pluralism and diversity of the media

2. Plurality and diversity of media, a level economic playing field and transparency of ownership 

3. Media as a platform for democratic discourse  

4. Professional capacity building and supporting institutions that underpins freedom of expression, 
pluralism and diversity  

5. Infrastructural capacity is sufficient to support independent and pluralistic media. 

Taken as a whole, they provide an aspirational picture of the media ecology to be constructed in order to 
ensure freedom of expression, pluralism and diversity of the media.

By indicator, one should understand a quantitative or qualitative factor or variable, measured over time, that 
provides a simple and reliable basis for assessing achievements, change or performance in a country’s media 
landscape. For each indicator, the MDI framework suggests various means of verification as well as potential 
data sources.

By Nisar  Abbas
President Press Club, Skardu

The district administration 
allegedly on the directives of the 
chief minister of Gilgit Baltistan 
has taken unwarranted action 
against the local journalists as 
well as the Skardu Press Club. 
The Skardu district 
administration on the night of  
May 29, 2013 forcefully seized 
Skardu Press Club building and 
handed it over to the local health 
department. outside the premises and have 

resolved to stay put until the Since the establishment of the 
The district administration along building is vacated. Thus, the mobile tent press club, different 
with health department staff in displaced journalists of Skardu political, social, civil society 
the presence of police broke into have been performing their activists, have been visiting the 
the building of Skardu Press Club professional duties in a ‘tent ‘tent press club’ to express their 
at midnight. They took away the press club’ sporting black sympathies and solidarity with 
club belongings like computers, armbands in protest. the journalists. 
cameras, furniture, tables, TV set, 
multimedia, carpets, signboard Later,  the protesters took out a The journalists of Skardu 
and plaque worth Rs1 million. rally and staged a sit in protest in Baltistan have been performing 

front of the office of their professional duties realizing 
In 2002, the then interior commissioner Baltistan. The it as a social and national service 
minister and chief executive of protesters were chanting slogans by affiliating with different 
Northern Areas Nisar Memon against the district international, national and local 
had given the building to administration and the chief TV channels, daily and weekly 
journalists for use as the press minister. They were also holding newspapers and magazines 
club and information complex, so placards and banners in their without any remunerations and 
it has been in possession of hands inscribed with slogans in salaries so that they could 
journalists for 11 years. favor of their demands. highlight the problems and 
Soon after the May 2013 hardships of this far flung and 
incident, to protest against the The speakers condemned the backward area of Pakistan. 
unwarranted step taken by the unfair attitude of the 
district administration, the government and district The journalists of Skardu 
journalists of Skardu Press Club, administration in seizing press Baltistan seek help, protection 
Baltistan Electronic Media club building. They said the and justice from human rights 
Reporters Association and government is harassing organizations, social 
Baltistan Union of Journalists journalists by evacuating them organizations and journalists. 
gathered outside the press club from the press club which is not Being president of Press Club 
building. Political activists, only a step against free media Skardu, I on behalf of the 
lawyers and civil society activists but also a form of terrorism. journalists of Skardu request help 
also showed up in large numbers. They demanded of the provide protection for the 

authorities to immediately vacate journalists and justice for the 
Journalists later put up a tent to the press club building and hand wrongs against them.
establish a makeshift press club it back to the local journalists. 

Image Credit - Pamir Times
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In May 2013, only 39 stories were published on security 
of journalists and FoE [freedom of expression] threats 
to the media in the monitored newspapers.  The larger 
part of the media coverage was dedicated to World 
Press Freedom Day, and CPJ and Amnesty reports on 
Journalist safety issues. 
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